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RISE  OF  THE  BAPTIST  CHURCHES 
IN  DENMARK. 

(Continued  from  page  251.) 
The  portion  of  the  above  narrative  which 
was  published  in  our  last  number,  contains 
brief  statements  respecting  the  formation  of  the 
churches  in  Copenhagen  and  on  the  island  of 
Langeland.  It  gave,  also,  some  account  of  the 
violent  spirit  of  opposition  which  had  been 
roused,  and  of  those  measures  of  government 
which  were  designed  to  repress  the  spirit  of 
free  religious  inquiry,  and  to  prevent  any  far- 
ther movement  on  the  part  of  those  who  fell 
it  their  duly  to  withdraw  from  the  established 
church  and  to  take  the  word  of  God  as  the  on- 
ly rule  of  their  failh  and  practice.  That  part 
of  the  narrative  intended  for  the  present  num- 
ber commences  with 

The  church  in  Mburg,  (Jutland). 
At  the  request  of  a  pious  person,  residing  in 
Aalburg,  a  journeyman  by  the  name  of  Jen- 
sen, a  member  of  the  church  in  Copenhagen,  a 
devoted  Christian  and  zealous  for  the  spread  of 
the  truth,  was  sent  thilhcr.  He  soon  found 
some  pious  friends,  who  received  him  very  cor- 
dially, and  seemed  desirous  of  knowing  the 
whole  truth,  as  it  is  contained  in  the  word  of 
God.  About  this  time,  under  date  of  January 
20,  1840,  he  thus  writes  to  the  church  at  Co- 
penhagen. 

In  body  1  am,  indeed,  absent  from 
you,  but,  blessed  be  God,  I  am  near 
you  in  spirit.  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to 
me  that  I  know  the  blessed  hours  in 
which  you  and  all  the  brethren  and 
sisters  who  have  one  baptism  with  us, 
assemble  for  the  praise  of  God  and  the 
confirmation  of  our  faith,— the  thought 
is  delightful  to  me.  The  last  time  you 
were  assembled  at  the  Lord's  table,  my 
longing  to  be  with  you  was  great,  but 


the  Lord  graciously  feeds  me  also  here. 
Several  brethren  assembled  with  me  at 
the  same  hour  for  mutual  edification, 
and  we  rejoiced  together  and  sang  with 
you.  Blessed  be  God,  that  I  have  found 
also  here,  brethren  and  sisters  willing 
to  share  our  joys  and  sorrows. 

Although  a  strong  opposition  was  immedi- 
ately awakened,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months 
several  persons  were  prepared  for  baptism. 
At  dieir  request,  Mr,  P.  MOnster,  of  Copenha- 
gen visited  them,  and  on  the  1st  day  of  Octo- 
ber 1840,  baptized  six  persons,  who,  together 
with  Jensen,  and  one  other,  previously  baptized, 
were  constituted  into  a  church.  They  chose 
for  their  religious  teacher  a  Mr.  Foltved,  a 
faithful  servant  of  Christ,  and  a  sergeant  in  the 
3d  regiment  of  the  Jutland  Infantry.  Some  es- 
timate may  be  formed  of  his  character  and  of 
his  christian  spirit,  by  a  few  short  extracts, 
which  we  copy,  from  his  letters  to  the  brethren 
in  Copenhagen.  The  first  is  dated  Aalburg, 
Oct.  27,  1840. 

Our  faith  and  hope  are  founded  on 
the  love  and  tender  mercy  of  the  Fa- 
ther, who  governs  and  directs  all  thmgs 
according  to  the  good  pleasiu-e  of  h,s 
will,  for  the  advantage  of  us  who  love 
him  O  beloved  brethren  and  sisters! 
let  us  all  rest  our  hopes  on  him  who 
first  loved  us-on  him,  who  has  all 
hear*.s  in  his  hand,  and  can  turn  them 
like  the  rivers  of  water.  Then  we  shall 
not  be  brought  to  shame,— no,  not  be- 
fore the  wise  andlearned  of  this  world, 
who  arm  themselves  so  strongly  for 

%Ztertay  the  26th  we  all  had  to 
appear  before  Wolfert,  (police  d.rec- 
toT  Contrary  to  all  expectation,  he 
vvis  civil  and  kind,  particularly  to  my- 
elf  and  my  wife.  Mrs.  Ditleven  he 
attacked  with  some  degree  of  anger. 
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but  she  was  not  disturbed  by  it,  an- 
swered well,  and  gained  some  approval. 
I  had  almost  forgotten  Jensen,  who 
was  before  the  police  on  the  same  day. 
Wolfert  assumed  towards  him  a  threat- 
ening demeanor,  stamping  upon  the 
floor^and  marching  angrily  about  the 
room  ;  but  our  calm  br.  Jensen  was  not 
dismayed,  and  they  separated,  in  con- 
sequence, with  apparent  cordiality. 

The  auditor  of  our  regiment  sent 
for  me  yesterday,  not  with  any  un- 
friendly intention,  but  to  ascertain  the 
reasons  that  had  induced  me  to  take 
the  steps  I  have.  He  listened  to  me 
with  great  attention,  for  his  heart  was 
concerned  in  the  inquiry.  He  wept 
repeatedly,  and  expressed  great  anxiety 
on  my  account;  for  I  might  possibly 
be  dismissed  the  regiment  and  banish- 
ed the  country.  I  told  him  it  was  what 
I  had  made  up  my  mind  to.  What,  in 
that  case,  I  should  do  with  my  large 
family,  he  could  not  conceive.  That 
and  every  thing  else  I  leave  to  God  and 
my  Savior,  whose  commands  I  seek  to 
fulfil.  He  gave  me  the  laws  against  reli- 
gious assemblies,  and  those  against  the 
baptists,  to  read,  and  made  me  promise 
to  inform  him  how  the  examination 
passed  off. 

Nov.  6.  We  appear  to  be  in  the 
desert,  and  every  thing  seems  gloomy 
around  us;  but  even  here  we  find 
our  faithful  Guide,  of  whose  pronnse 
we  are  assured,  "Call  uj)on  me  in 
the  day  of  trouble — I  will  deliver 
thee."  "  Nor  shall  any  one  pluck  them 
out  of  my  hand."  Brothers  and  sis- 
ters, as  many  as  are  the  children 
of  God,  grafted  as  branches  into  the 
true  vine,  who  are  older  and  stron- 
ger than  we,  pray  to  the  Lord  of 
the  vineyard  that  prosperity  may  be 
granted  to  us,  who,  as  new  branches, 
have  been  grafted  into  the  same  vine. 
For  myself,  as  a  soldier,  (such  at  least 
is  the  representation  made  to  me),  the 
prospect  is  more  gloomy  than  for  oth- 
ers who  are  civilians,  who  cannot  be 
so  easily  driven  from  their  stations. 
The  military  authorities  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  uj)on  me;  but  trusting  in  the 
promises  of  our  Lord,  I  am  of  good 
courage.  O  beloved  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, as  many  as  are  partakers  of  the 
same  grace,  and  by  baptism  have  been 
buried  with  Clirist,  and  now  walk  in 
newness  of  life,  who,  or  wherever  you 
may  be,  pray  for  us  and  with  us,  as  we 
also  will  not  forget  you  in  our  prayers. 
For  as  members  of  the  same  body,  we 
are  known  to  each  other  in  s[)irii,  and 
are  nearly  allied. 


Proceedings  at  Copenhagen. 
We  come  now  to  a  more  particular  account 
of  the  proceedings  at  Copenhagen,  where  the 
spirit  of  rehgious  intolerance  has  raged  with 
the  greatest  violence,  and  where  the  strongest 
measures  liave  been  taken  to  arrest  the  pro- 
gress of  inquiry,  by  denying  effectually  all 
rights  of  conscience  to  those  who  differ  in  be- 
lief and  practice  from  the  standard  of  orthodoxy 
in  the  established  (Lutheran)  church.  The  nar- 
rative is  embraced  in  extracts  of  letters,  chiefly 
from  the  brothers  A.  and  P.  Wonster,  both 
of  whom  participated  largely  in  the  trials  and 
persecutions  of  the  church  at  C.  We  regret 
that  oufrlimils  compel  us  to  abridge  these  ex- 
tracts considerably,  and  to  compress  within  as 
narrow  a  compass  as  possible,  the  substance  of 
what  they  contain.  Those  which  follow  are 
from  A.  Monster,  lately  a  student  and  now 
superintendent  of  the  church  in  Copenhagen, 
to  j\Jr.  Oncken.  The  first  is  dated  Copenha- 
gen, Dec.  5,  1841. 

Another  examination  before  the  police — 
Impnsonment  of  P.  Monster. 

All  the  new  members  of  the  church 
have  undergone  an  examination,  and 
the  result  was,  we  were  all  forbidden, on 
})ain  of  banishnjent  from  the  country, 
to  take  part  in  any  meeting,  or  to  ad- 
minister the  Lord's  supper.  It  was 
also  intimated  to  some  of  us,  that  we 
must  not  for  the  present  leave  Copen- 
hagen ;  unless  we  meant  to  expose  our- 
selves to  arrest.  Not  a  single  member 
of  the  church,  however,  made  any  pro- 
mise ;  but  all  without  exception  evinced 
a  circumspection  and  strict  regard  to 
truth,  for  which  we  cannot  sjifficiently 
thank  our  Father  in  heaven,  and  which 
gained  for  us  the  resi)ect  of  the  magis- 
trate. On  Wedn(;sday  noon  our  preach- 
er (my  brother)  was  again  summoned 
belbre  the  coiu-t,  and  required  as  usual 
to  promise  not  to  extend  the  cliiu-ch  by 
receiving  new  members,  and  not  to 
leave  Copenhagen.  Declining  to  enter 
into  any  such  engagement,  he  was  im- 
mediately conveyed  to  prison  ;  where, 
however,  he  has  a  cheerful,  warm  room, 
I  and  other  comforts.  My  sister-in-law 
and  myself  have  visited  him,  and  we 
fou!id  him  so  joyful  and  hap})y  in  the 
Lord  his  Savior,  that  it  was  a  pleasure 
to  converse  with  him.  On  the  afl^airs  of 
the  church  we  were  not  permitted  to 
speak,  but  on  all  other  subjects.  His 
wife  is  also  cheerful  and  serene — re- 
signed to  the  will  of  God.  On  Wed- 
nesday evening  we  had  our  meeting 
for  public  worship,  which  I  conducted, 
and  we  were  not  interfered  with  by 
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the  police.  This  evening  there  is  to 
be  a  meeting  of  the  church  to  choose 
one  of  the  brethren  to  conduct  the  pub- 
lic services  during  the  imprisonment 
of  our  regular  teacher.  Whether  or 
not  it  is  the  intention  of  the  magistrate 
to  arrest  any  more  of  us,  we  are  igno- 
rant— this  we  leave  without  apprehen- 
sion in  the  hands  of  our  wise,  power- 
ful and  gracious  Father. 

Dec.  13.  At  present  the  persecution 
appears  to  be  becoming  serious.  Well, 
let  what  is  appointed  happen !  The 
Lord  is  our  helper,  what  can  man  do 
to  us  ?  We  will  not  fear,  for  the  Lord, 
whose  love  and  power  are  infinite,  is 
on  our  side.  My  dear  brother  is  happy 
in  his  Savior.  The  police  forbade  ks 
to  assemble  last  Sunday,  but  we  njet 
as  usual. 

Jan.  2,  1841.  My  brother  is  still  in 
confinement,  and  in  all  human  proba- 
bility will  be  banished  the  country; 
but  he  is  quietly  resigned  to  the  will 
of  God.  Of  his  spiritual  state  you 
will  be  best  able  to  judge  if  I  copy  a 
few  letters  which,  as  opportunity  has 
offered,  he  has  contrived  to  slip  into 
his  wife's  hand,  who,  submissive  to  the 
will  of  God,  continues  to  bear  the  loss 
of  her  beloved  husband  with  calm  re- 
signation. The  first  letter  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Peace  be  with  you,  my  dear  bro- 
ther Adolph  !  The  delightful  accounts 
of  our  beloved  church  have  filled  my 
heart  with  unfeigned  joy.  Praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  the  Lord  for  his  great 
mercy  to  us  poor  sinners,  who  have 
not  in  the  least  deserved  his  faithful- 
ness and  love.  Are  not  his  chastise- 
ments those  of  a  father,  who  seeks  the 
welfare  of  his  children  ?  Does  he  not 
scourge  us  because  he  loveth  us? 
Praise  the  Lord  O  my  soul!  and  all 
that  is  within  me  bless  his  holy  name  ! 
Let  us  remember,  my  dear  brother,  that 
he  who  plants,  and  he  who  waters  are 
nothing,  but  tliat  God  is  all  in  all.  At 
bis  bidding,  and  in  his  name,  we  have 
planted  in  the  garden  of  Denmark  a 
glorious  tree,  my  brother !  The  tree 
is  good,  and  the  fruit  is  wholesome, 
though  somewhat  bitter,  and  the  occu- 
pant of  the  garden  will  not  taste  it. 
One  branch  they  have  already  lopped 
off,  and  may  perhaps  deprive  it  of 
others ;  yes,  they  will  probably  cut 
down  the  tree  to  its  roots.  But  as 
the  root  of  Jesse  put  forth  a  branch 
that  has  become  a  tree,  in  which  we, 
like  birds,  now  securely  build  our  nest ; 
so  the  tree,  the  baptist  church,  whose 
roots  extend  through  Denmark,  from 


the  Sound  to  the  German  Ocean,  yes, 
and  to  the  islands  of  the  sea  ;  will,  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  Lord,  put  forth 
new  branches,  till  the  hewers  become 
weary  of  their  labor;  for  only  such 
plants  as  are  not  of  the  Lord,  shall  be 
plucked  up  by  the  roots.  Let  us  never 
Ibrget,  that  our  elder  brother,— and  of 
his  spirit,  his  flesh  and  his  blood,  we 
have  been  made  partakers,— is  seated 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father  on  high  : 
and  that  to  him  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth  has  been  given.  To  Him, 
with  the  Father  and  Holy  Spirit,  be 
honor,  praise  and  glory!  Amen.  / 
ain  happy  in  my  Savior  I 

"A  young  man  from  Hamburg,  a 
Jew,  who  is  charged  with  counterfeit- 
ing notes,  occupies  the  same  cell  with 
me,  to  whom  I  preach  every  day.  He 
reads  in  my  German  bible,  and  his 
heart  at  times  appears  to  be  touched. 
O  that  the  fulness  of  the  gentiles  may 
soon  be  brought  in,  that  the  remnant 
of  Israel  may  be  saved,  and  the  Lord 
speedily  appear  in  his  glory !  Now  the 
jailor  is  coming  to  see  that  my  lamp  is 
put  out  (10  P.  M.),  but  1  am  provided 
with  another  lamp  which,  with  God's 
help,  shall  never  be  extinguished." — 
From  another  letter: — 

"  What  though  the  world  should  de- 
j)rive  us  of  all  we  possess,  and  the 
thorns  in  our  way  should  inflict  pain 
and  wounds,  and  our  weak  hearts 
should  break — our  Jesus  we  shall  nev- 
er lose !  His  arm  is  not  shortened, 
who  saith,  'call  upon  me  in  the  day  of 
trouble,  I  will  deliver  thee;'  and 
though  he  hide  himself  for  a  moment, 
it  is  only  for  the  trial  of  our  faith.  Let 
us  hope  against  hope  then,  according 
to  his  promise;  in  his  infinite  kind- 
ness, he  will  shew  himself  with  in- 
creased brightness,  when  he  again  ap- 
pears to  us.  For  what  did  Israel  hope, 
when  leaving  Egypt  under  the  conduct 
of  Moses?  For  peace  and  happy  days; 
but  they  desired  the  end,  before  they 
had  traversed  the  road  that  was  to  lead 
them  to  it,  and  as  the  way  was  long, 
they  murmured  against  Moses,  and 
sighed  for  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt. 
Let  us  not  imitate  them  in  this,  my 
dear  brethren  !  Behold  a  greater  than 
Mo«es  is  here ;  our  leader  is  Immanuel, 
God  with  us,  who  then  can  be  against 
us^  If  we  are  followers  of  him,  and 
tread  in  his  footsteps,  neither  the 
world,  nor  our  own  flesh  and  blood, 
nor  anv  other  creature,  in  heaven,  or 
on  the^earth,  or  under  the  earth,  shall 
be  able  to  tear  us  from  his  hand,  or 
separate  us  from  bis  love  ;  and  having 
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these,  what  more  can  we  desire  ?  He 
who  was  tempted  in  all  things,  yet 
without  sin,  can  and  will  come  to  as- 
sist our  weakness.  Are  we  tempted  ? 
so  was  He,  and  he  will  teach  us  to 
wield  the  same  weapons  that  he  him- 
self employed,  and  the  entrenchments 
of  satan  will  disappear  before  us.  Are 
we  persecuted  and  oppressed  ?  so  was 
he,  and  he  will  teach  us  to  bless,  when 
others  curse,  to  pray  for  those  who 
hate  us,  and  thus  to  heap  coals  of  fire 
upon  their  heads.  Do  we  suffer  bodily 
privations  ?  He  was  constrained  to  say 
of  himself,  'the  foxes  have  holes,  and 
the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the 
Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his 
head.'  But  now  he  sits  the  King  of 
kings,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father, 
and  he  gives  us  the  greatest,  the  best 
that  he  has — his  Holy  Spirit ;  then  shall 
he  not  also  give  us  meaner  things  ? 
*  The  gold  and  silver  are  mine,  saith  the 
Lord,'  shall  he  not  then  give  what  is 
needful  to  his  elect?  Before  any  of  us 
should  die  of  hunger,  the  Lord  would 
cause  it  again  to  rain  manna  from  hea- 
ven, and  water  to  gush  from  a  stone." 

Our  public  assemblies  continue  to 
be  numerously  attended :  on  Sundays 
there  are  generally  more  than  two  hun- 
dred j)ersons  present,  to  whom  the  ex- 
hortation "Repent  and  believe  the  gos- 
j)el  "  is  addressed.  Several  persons  in 
the  town  have  offered  themselves  for 
baptism,  and  there  is  good  reason  to 
expect  that  a  still  greater  number  will 
soon  do  the  same. 

A  brother  of  our  beloved  fellow- 
member,  Peulecke,  who  was  here  last 
year,  and  who  travelled  through  Zea- 
land a  vengeance-breathing  Saul,  per- 
secuting and  preaching  against  us,  has 
been  here  again  this  year,  a  gentle, 
humble,  and  zealous  Paul.  He  is  now 
perfectly  convinced  that  we  are  an 
apostolic  church,  and  is  of  opiuion, 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  in  West 
Zealand  (exactly  where  the  truth  in  re- 
gard to  baptism  is  most  zealously  op- 
posed by  the  clergy  and  laity,)  a  baptist 
church  will  be  formed,  there  being  in 
that  neighborhood  so  many  persons 
who  have  embraced  the  whole  truth  of 
the  Lord.  There  are  great  divisions 
amongst  believers  in  thatquarler:  some 
adhere  to  the  state  church,  and  to  their 
baptismal  (Grundtwigian)  covenant; 
others,  as  Rasmus  Ottesen,  formerly 
our  most  violent  opponent,  are  for  sep- 
arating from  it,  and  retaining  infant 
baptism,  though  only  by  immersion: 
others  again  desire  to  unite  with  the 
baptist  churches.    In  Aalburg  and  on 


Langeland  there  are  several  persons, 
who  have  expressed  a  wish  to  be  united 
with  the  church  of  Christ  by  baptism. 
How  truly  is  our  God  called  "  wonder- 
ful in  counsel  and  excellent  in  work- 
ing ! " 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  P.  Monster  to  Mr. 
Oncken,  dated  Jan.  28il),  1841. 

I  am  quite  well  in  prison,  and 
thank  my  God  and  Savior  with  all 
my  heart  for  this,  and  for  all  his  faith- 
fuhiess  and  love  to  myself,  and  to  the 
church.  That  this  little  persecution 
has  already  been  of  service  to  us,  and 
that  it  will  be  of  still  further  service,  I 
have  not  a  doubt.  To  myself  it  has 
been  very  usefid,  by  furnishing  me  with 
more  time  to  study  the  word  of  God, 
and  to  lay  in  a  capital,  by  which,  should 
it  please  Him  still  further  to  employ 
me  in  his  service,  I  have  gained  an  ad- 
ditional pound  wherewith  to  trade. 
May  He  enable  me  with  fidelity  and 
diligence  to  perform  the  good  pleasure 
of  his  will  in  all  things! 

Further  extracts  from  letters  of  A.  Monster 
to  Mr.  Onckenj  the  first  dated  Jan.  29. 

The  alternative — Greater  restrictions — 
The  president  of  the  court. 
Brother  Ryding  and  myself  have 
been  before  the  police  Director.  He 
read  to  us  a  paper  from  the  De])artment 
of  State,  which  gives  us  the  choice,  of 
voluntarily  quitting  the  dominions  of 
the  king  of  Denmark  within  a  month, 
or  of  being  prosecuted  according  to 
law  and  severely  punished.  God  has 
enabled  us  to  choose  the  latter.  Im- 
manuel  is  with  us!  The  same  docu- 
ment has  also  to-day  been  communica- 
ted to  the  Lord's  bondman.  As  it  is 
the  same  spirit  that  guides  all  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  we  know  before  hand, 
that  our  dear  brother  has  made  the 
same  election.  Our  public  services 
are  very  numerously  attended.  On 
Sundav  evenings  more  than  SCO  assem- 
ble. 

Feb.  13.  A  short  time  since,  my 
sister  in-law  returned  from  visiting  her 
husband  with  the  news  that  the  prose- 
cution against  us  is  to  commence  next 
Monday.  The  alteration  in  his  treat- 
ment began  to-day.  He  is  now  allow- 
ed only  one  pound  of  bread  and  two 
and  a  half  shillings  current  (less  than 
five  cents,  federal  money)  per  day:  so 
that  his  food  is  now  of  the  most  ordi- 
nary kind  given  to  prisoners,  such  as 
is  given,  to  use  the  jailor's  own  words, 
to  the  greatest  rogues.  My  brother  and 
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his  wife  are  both  as  composed  and  re- 
signed to  the  will  of  their  God  and  Fa- 
ther, as  they  have  been  from  the  first, 
although  the  prospect  has  become  more 
gloomy.  It  appears  to  be  the  intention 
to  detain  him  in  prison,  till  the  trial  is 
ended,  and  that  may  last  a  whole  year. 

16.  By  last  post  I  informed  you 
that  the  prosecution  of  my  brother, 
and  probably  of  br.  Rydingand  myself, 
was  expected  to  commence  immedi- 
ately. The  president  of  the  court — 
Spandet — whom  we  believe  to  be  a 
christian,  is  very  favorably  disposed 
towards  us,  and  will  do  his  best  to  get 
us  tolerated  in  Denmark.  He  has  al- 
ready spoken  in  person  with  my  bro- 
ther on  the  subject,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  our  chief  object  must  be  to  prove 
that  we  are  real  baptists,  acknowledged 
by  the  recognized  baptists  in  England 
and  America.  My  brother  shewed  him 
your  letter,  in  which  you  announce  to 
him  his  being  appointed  a  missionary 
in  Denmark ;  but  Spandet  is  of  opin- 
ion that  this  letter  would  not  be  deem- 
ed a  sufBcient  proof ;  for  the  court 
would  not  and  could  not  consider  Onc- 
ken  and  Kobner  as  baptists,  partly  be- 
cause they  are  not  acknowledged  to  be 
so  by  the  authorities  of  Hamburg,  part- 
ly becaiise  they  are  known  in  this  coun- 
try as  Anabaptists,  and  partly  because 
the  court  does  not  know  whether  the 
baptists  in  Hamburg  are  a  new  and 
self  constituted  sect,  or  whether  they 
are  a  church  planted  on  apostolic  prin- 
ciples by  the  baptists  in  England  or 
America,  who  are  recognized  in  this 
country  as  genuine  baptists.  He  is 
therefore  of  opinion  that  if  my  brother 
can  obtain  a  document  direct,  from  two 
or  more  well  known  leading  baptists 
in  England  or  America,  stating  that 
they  acknowledge  us  in  Denmark  to 
be  real  baptists,  standing  in  spiritual 
connection  with  their  church,  through 
the  baj)tist  church  in  Hamburg,  which 
ihey  likewise  acknowledge  to  be  in  the 
same  connection  and  a  true  baptist 
church,  it  would  materially  contribute 
to  the  favorable  issue  of  our  cause,  and 
to  our  obtaining  toleration.  I  am  there- 
fore charged  by  my  brother,  to  urge 
iipon  you  the  necessity  of  procuring 
for  him,  as  soon  as  it  can  j)ossibly  be 
obtained,  such  a  direct  document  from 
England  or  America,  that  it  may  be 
laid  before  the  court. 

His  prosecution  excites  considera- 
ble attention  and  interest  in  the  cit}^ 
Two  advocates  of  the  first  standing  are 
desirous  of  undertaking  our  defence, 
and  one  of  them  has  already  claimed 


permission  to  do  so,  in  the  proper 
quarter.  One  of  them  who  is  favora- 
bly disposed  to  religion,  has  been  to 
my  brother  in  prison,  and  has  assured 
him  that  he  is  very  much  interested  in 
our  behalf,  for  though  he  has  heard  so 
much,  he  has  heard  nothing  but  good 
of  us.  An  advocate  or  attorney^  the 
law  requires  us  to  retain,  in  order  to 
appear  before  the  court,  to  present 
written  documents,  and  for  the  observ- 
ance of  legal  forms  ;  it  is  not,  however, 
forbidden  us  to  defend  ourselves  by 
written  memorials,  and  it  is  our  earnest 
prayer  to  the  all-wise  God,  that  he  will 
give  us  his  Holy  Spirit  for  our  defence, 
that  we  may  not  employ  the  vain  sub- 
tleties of  human  wisdom,  but  words  of 
power  and  wisdom  dictated  to  us  by 
the  Holy  Spirit;  then  whoever  may  be 
our  accuser,  we  shall  come  off  victo- 
rious. 

Our  public  meetings  are  now  liter- 
ally crowded.  Sunday  evening  last, 
between  two  and  three  hundred  were 
present.  O  pray  for  me  that  the  Loi-d 
may  fill  my  heart  to  overflowing  with 
his  abundant  treasures,  that  his  life- 
giving  word  may  flow  freely  from  my 
lips  I  Not  a  few  have  already  present- 
ed themselves  for  baptism,  and  many 
more  will  doubtless  soon  do  so.  The 
news  from  Langeland  and  Aalburg  is 
likewise  in  this  respect  satislactory. 

My  brother,  in  one  of  his  late  notes, 
says,  "One  of  the  attendants  of  the  pri- 
son has  a  relation  in  the  barracks  of  the 
royal  guard,  to  whom  he  gave  some 
tracts,  which  he  had  received  from  me. 
The  major  heard  of  it,  read  all  the 
tracts  through,  and  then  ordered  them 
to  be  distributed  in  the  barracks,  say- 
ing, 'the  more  books  of  tliis  kind  are 
received  by  the  soldiers,  the  better.' 
He  has  sent  to  thank  me  for  them.  The 
above  attendant  spoke  with  several  of 
the  guards,  who  had  attended  our  pub- 
lic worship.  Thus  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  extended,  without  our  know- 
ledge." 

26.  A  few  moments  ago  our  dear 
sister,  the  wife  of  my  imprisoned  bro- 
ther, came  from  her  husband  with  the 
news,  that  it  has  this  day  been  deter- 
mined not  to  i)ermit  her  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  church  from  henceforth  to 
see  him.  Staatsrath  Spandet  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  Stale,  the 
propriety  of  liberating  my  brother,  or 
at  least,  of  sufl:ering  his  wife  to  visit 
him  without  the  presence  of  a  witness. 
But  instead  of  listening  to  the  sugges- 
tion, as  we  might  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected, the  above  order  was  issued.  O 
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my  brother  f  pray  fervently  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  for  the  prisoner  of 
the  Lord,  for  his  wife,  for  us  all  ;  for 
we  feel  that  we  are  but  flesh  and  blood, 
and  can  do  nothing  of  ourselves.  My 
dear  brother  and  his  wife  have  taken 
leave  of  each  other,  perhaps  for  a  long 
time,  for  to  our  eyes  it  seems  as  though 
a  serious  persecution  will  break  out 
against  us.  Their  separation  was  such 
as  became  a  christian  couple  :  it  was 
not  without  strong  emotion,  and  a  deep 
feeling  of  what  they  had,  for  so  many 
years,  been  to  each  other,  yet  accom- 
panied by  a  firmness  and  calmness,  in- 
spired by  the  consciousness  that  their 
proj)er  home  is  not  here  below,  but  in 
heaven. 

Interference  of  the  police — The  public  meet- 
ings of  the  church  broken  up. 

March  12.  My  brother's  wife  has 
again  received  permission  to  visit  her 
husband,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the 
jailor,  to  converse  with  him  on  domes- 
tic affairs.  This  permission  was  made 
known  to  her  on  the  6th  of  March, — her 
birth-day, — and  our  Father  in  heaven 
could  scarcely,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, have  prepared  for  her  a  more 
welcome  celebration  of  it. 

On  Wednesday  of  last  week  our  pub- 
lic meetings  were  broken  up.  After  I 
had  read  the  couunencing  hymn,  an  as- 
sistant of  police  with  two  policemen 
stepf>ed  forward, and  very  politely  ask- 
ed if  it  were  permitted  him  to  address  a 
few  words  to  the  meeting?  He  then, 
in  the  name  of  lie  magistrate,  declared 
the  meeting  to  bt  an  unlawful  one, and 
begged  all  who  were  present  to  dis- 
perse, which  took  place  without  the 
smallest  noise  or  confusion.  He  then 
wrote  down  Rydino's  name  and  mine, 
and  went  away.  On  Friday  evening  ] 
called  on  the  |)olice  director,  Staatsrath 
Brastrap,  to  ajjprize  him  that  on  the 
following  Sunday  many  persons  wojild 
again  assemble  at  Ryding's,  and  offered 
to  disuiiss  the  meeting  myself  This 
I  did,  because  I  wished  to  announce  to 
all  ])reseitt  fhat  we  should  henceforth 
go  about  and  hold  meetings  in  their 
houses;  but  permission  to  say  this  was 
not  granted.  On  Sunday,  at  the  usual 
hour  of  meeting,  no  small  number  of 
])ersons  being  assembled,  the  police 
assistant,  attended  by  six  inferiors, 
again  made  his  a{)pearance,  to  witness 
my  dismissal  of  the  assembly.  I  now 
explained,  with  as  much  brevity  as 
possible,  the  reasons  that  had  induced 
us  to  continue  these  meetings  for  reli- 
gious worship,  notwithstanding  their 


prohibition  by  the  magistrate;  but  as 
external  force  now  compelled  us  to 
abstain  from  them  in  this  place,  (at 
Ryding's),  we  were  willing  to  visit  peo- 
ple in  their  houses,  wherever  and  when- 
ever they  desired  it,  and  to  preach  to 
them  the  word  of  God,  according  to 
the  grace  given  to  us.  I  next  observ- 
ed that  the  officers  of  police  then  pre- 
sent,as  the  representatives  of  the  magis- 
trate, must  be  obeyed,  and  I  took  the 
opportunity  to  acknowledge,  that  up  to 
that  moment  the  police  had  treated  us 
with  uniform  kindness — which  indeed 
is  nothing  more  than  the  truth.  1 
thanked  those  present  for  the  orderly 
and  quiet  manner  in  which  they  had 
left  the  meeting  on  Wednesday,  and 
earnestly  entreated  them  to  do  the 
same  that  evening.  Having  said  this, 
I  concluded  by  pronouncing  the  apos- 
tolic benediction. 

When  the  congregation  had  dis- 
persed, the  police  assistant  took  my 
hand  with  evident  emotion,  thanked 
me  and  took  his  leave.  Many  ])erson» 
went  away  with  tearful  eyes.  May  the 
seed  of  God's  word,  which  has  been 
scattered  abroad,  be  cherished  by  the 
genial  rays  of  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
riess,and  by  the  refreshing  early  and  lat- 
ter rains  of  his  grace  !  Many  are  dissat- 
isfied with  the  suppressionrof  our  meet-^ 
ings,  and  we  are  now  spoken  of  nearly 
over  the  whole  town.  This  has  been 
particularly  evinced  by  the  demand  for 
tracts  in  the  last  few  days  ;  for  the  peo- 
ple have  literally  come  to  me  by  hun- 
dreds to  obtain  them,  and  the  appli- 
cants have  been  both  of  the  better  and 
lower  classes. 

Farther  proceedings  at  Langcland  and 
Aalhurg — Severe  measures  threatened. 

The  narrative  here  returns  to  the  church  oir 
the  island  of  Langeland,  and  is  made  up  of  cor- 
respondence with  several  persons,  from  which 
the  following-  are  extracts.  The  first  is  from  A. 
Madsen,  one  of  tlie  members  of  the  church,  to 
Mr.  Kobner,  dated  Langeland,  Feb.  28, 184-1. 

I  must  now  give  you  a  short  account 
of  our  present  position  with  the  mag- 
istrates. Our  leader,  Rasmus  Jorgen- 
sen,  has  been  fir)ed,  and  has  paid  five 
dollars,  with  five  dollars  costs,  for  har- 
boring Anabaptists,  as  we  are  called,  in 
his  house,  viz.  Oncken  and  Kobner, 
for  a  few  hoin-s,  when  ijaptizing  here 
last  summer.  At  a  subsequent  f)eriod 
we  were  all  brought  uj),  and  the  judge 
read  to  us  a  document  from  the  De- 
partment of  State.    Jt  stated  in  sub- 
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stance,  that,  with  the  exception  of  Ras- 
mus Jor.i^ensen,^  pardon  was  granted  to 
us  for  the  past,  provided  we  would  en- 
gage for  the  futin-e,  to  live  each  one 
for  himself,  and  not  again  assemble  for 
mutual  edification,  or  administer  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  su[)per.  We 
repJied,  by  referring  to  the  declaratiion 
we  had  made  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  urged  to  give  up  our  convictions 
respecting  baptism  and  the  Lord's  sup- 
per as  errors.  That  declaration  was, 
that  we  dared  not  and  coidd  not  make 
such  a  concession,  unless  those  who 
preferred  charges  against  us  could 
prove  from  the  word  of  God,  as  con- 
tained in  the  bible,  that  we  are  in  an 
error.  The  judge  here  observed,  that 
no  punishment  would  be  inflicted  upon 
us,  on  account  of  our  faith  or  our  opin- 
ion, but  as  violators  of  the  law.  To 
Rasmus  Jorgensen  the  choice  was  giv- 
en, either  to  leave  Denmark  within  lour 
weeks,  or  to  be  immediately  brought 
to  trial  and  condemned.  On  liis  choos- 
ing the  latter,  the  judge  urged  him  to 
leave  the  country  willingly,  otherwise 
his  present  worldly  comfort  must  be 
exchanged  for  poverty,  and  a  prison 
become  his  dwelling.  He  exhorted 
him  to  relinquish  his  charge,  that  the 
church  might  be  dissolved.  J.  rc))lied 
f  that  he  could  not  and  dared  not  do  so, 
it  being  his  wish  to  live  in  every  par- 
ticular according  to  the  dictates  of  the 
word  of  God,  and  consequently  with 
reference  to  the  church  also.  The 
judge — "  In  that  case  you  must  make  up 
your  mind  to  what]  have  told  you  will 
follow."  J. — "  Yes,  I  will  rather  occupy 
a  prison  with  a  good  conscience,  than  a 
palace  without  it."  The  judge  now 
gave  both  verbal  and  written  instruc- 
tions to  the  parish  bailiff'  who  was  in 
attendance,  to  break  up  our  meeting  if 
we  again  assembled,  and  if  we  did  not 
separate  quietly,  to  employ  force  ;  and 
in  case  we  attempted  to  administer  the 
Lord's  supper,  to  confiscate  the  altar, 
as  he  called  it.  By  the  grace  of  God, 
we  have  preserved  our  integrity,  and 
confiding  in  Him,  we  venture  to  await 
what  he  has  appointed  to  befall  us. 

From  P.  Monster  to  his  brother  A.  330iislcr. 

We  have  indeed  reason  to  rejoice 
in  the  goodness  of  the  Lord.  Our 
cause,  in  my  opinion,  stands  well. 
Write  to  our  christian  brother,  who 
is  in  jeopardy  in  Langeland,  that  he 
need  be  in  no  fear  of  a  prison  ;  f  or  the 


*  Superiiitendrnt  of  the  church.  This  name 
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angels  of  the  Lord,  sent  forth  to  minis- 
ter to  those  who  are  heirs  of  salvation, 
have  no  more  agreeable  mission  to  this 
world,  than  comforting,  strengthening, 
and  encouraging  the  children  of  God, 
while  suffering  imprisonment  for  the 
good  confession  they  have  witnessed. 
Let  him  remember  Daniel  in  the  lion's 
den  ;  the  angel  of  the  Lord  was  with 
him,  and  preserved  him,  because  he 
would  serve  no  other  but  the  true  God. 
But  this  was  nor  all ;  the  angel  was 
likewise  with  king  Darius,and  strength- 
ened him,  so  that  he  overcanje  his 
mighty  men,  and  had  them  cast  into 
the  den,  from  which  Daniel  had  been 
released.  And  the  angels  interfere  on 
our  behalf  with  the  great  of  this  world. 
I  can  with  truth  declare,  that  since  I 
first  became  a  believer,  the  greatest 
spiritual  blessing  I  have  experienced 
has  been  during  my  imprisonment ;  for 
since  I  liave  been  here,  I  have  had  time 
to  learn  to  know  myself.  I  have  dis- 
covered, that  while  in  the  enjoyment 
of  liberty,  it  is  possible  to  be  a  slave, 
and  in  a  jirison,  to  be  free.  Under 
such  circumstances,  the  Lord  mani- 
fests his  love  towards  us  in  a  most 
wonderful  manner.  The  jailor  keeps 
the  world,  and  the  a^'j'jl-band  keeps 
satan  at  a  distance  from  us  ;  so  tliat  our 
only  conflict  is  with  flesh  and  blood, 
which,  in  truth,  is  sometimes  hard 
enough:  but  if  we  call  upon  the  Lord 
in  our  distress,  he  comes  to  our  relief, 
and  we  praise  him  afresh  for  every 
new  victory  he  enables  us  to  achieve. 

From  Rasmus  Jorgensen,  superintendent  of 
ll)e  church  in  Langeland,  to  Mr.  Kobner,  dated 
April  20,  1841. 

The  magistrates  appear  disposed  to 
adopt  severe  measures;  they  seek  to 
break  up  the  chincij,and  threaten  ban- 
ishment, and  other  cruel  pimishments. 
The  second  process  against  me  is  still 
depending,  but  judgment  will  soon  he 
given  in  the  lower  court.  I  hope  the 
magistrates  may  fcoon  be  brought  to 
see,  that  "it  is  hard  to  kick  against  the 
pricks,"  and  that  it  is  not  us,  but  Christ, 
uhom  they  are  persecuting.  Although 
the  opposition  is  so  great,  there  are, 
nevertheless,  seven  or  eight  persons 
here,  perhajjs  more,  anxiously  waiting 
to  be  baptized.  It  appears,  indeed,  at 
present  it  would  be  a  dangerous  un- 
dertaking for  any  one  to  venture  here 
to  perform  the  ordinance.  Let  us, 
however,  hope  that  the  Lord  himself 
will  prepare  the  way.  There  is  in- 
deed no  room  to  doubt,  with  the  facts 
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before  us,  which  we  have  ah-eady  ex- 
perienced, that  all  is  in  the  hand  of 
our  God.  We  have  seen  one  Lot  after 
another  coming  out  of  Sodom ;  and 
that  the  people,  who  would  assail  the 
house,  could  neither  find  the  doors  nor 
seize  the  men  who  came  to  us  to  fulfil 
the  commands  of  their  Lord. 

1  have  lately  received  a  letter  from 
Jutland,  (Aalburg).  The  church  there 
has  not  yet  met  with  any  farther  inter- 
ruption. Some  days  ago  1  heard  also 
from  Copenhagen.  They  now  hold 
their  meetings  there  in  different  houses 
about  the  city,  and  A.  Monster  writes 
that  the  Lord  has  granted  a  rich  in- 
crease, as  the  fruit  of  their  labors.  The 
decision  of  the  court  on  the  case  of  P. 
Monster,  will  now  soon  be  given,  and 
we  shall  then  see  how  much  power 
the  Father  has  granted  them  over  us ; 
without  His  permission,  they  cannot 
hurt  a  hair  of  our  heads. 

From  a  leUer  of  N.  O,  FOttved,  superintend- 
ent of  the  church  in  Aalburg,  to  the  same,  da- 
ted April  23d,  1841. 

I  hxive  hitherto  delayed  writing,  in 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  communicate 
the  result  of  our  two  examinations; 
but  we  still  remain  without  molesta- 
tion or  disturbance.  We  are  reviled 
and  ridiculed  it  is  true,  but  that,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  we  can  bear  patiently 
from  the  unljelieving  world  around 
us;  for  of  believers  we  perceive  none 
either  hero  in  the  town,  or  in  the  neigh- 
borhood— and  unhappily  it  is  they  in 
particular,  who  carry  on  the  war  against 
us.  Why  a  process  has  not  been  in- 
stituted against  me,  as  well  as  against 
the  brethren  in  Copenhagen  and  in 
Langeland,  1  know  not, — possibly  my 
being  a  soldier  may  have  had  some  in- 
fluence, but  I  am  entirely  uninformed 
upon  the  subject.  Thus  much  I  know, 
that  God  granting  me  grace,  I  ought 
to  await  the  result  with  patience  and 
composure,  which  I  trust  I  do,  and 
every  member  of  our  little  communi- 
ty. We  stay  ourselves  on  the  precious 
promises  with  which  we  became  ac- 
quainted, when  God  became  our  in- 
structed Oin-  meetings  are  still  fre- 
quented by  some  few  strangers,  and 
there  are  three  or  four  persons  who 
ardently  long  to  be  united  with  the 
church  of  Christ  by  baptism.  How 
this  is  to  be  accomplished,  our  dear 
brother  Monster  being  still  in  prison, 
we  must  leave  to  our  Father  in  heaven, 
who  knows  all  things,  and  who  will 
arrange  all  things  for  us  in  the  best 
way.    May  we  only  be  prepared  to  re- 


ceive the  blessing  from  his  gracious 
hand ! 

Public  sentiment — Many  persons  waiting 
for  baptism. 

From  the  schoolmaster,  Rasmus  SOrensen,  of 
VenstOw. 

The  Copenhagen  Post  (a  political 
newspaper)  contains  an  article  headed 
"  Anabaptists,"  in  which  the  following 
mention  is  made  of  the  book  I  have 
lately  published,  (on  the  constitution 
of  the  true  church).  The  writer,  an 
impartial  unbeliever,  after  contrasting 
the  religious  liberty  enjoyed  by  the 
baptists  in  Wiirtemburg,  and  by  the 
old  Lutherans  in  West  Prussia,  with 
the  persecution  of  the  baptists  in  Den- 
mark, and  expressing  himself  with 
great  fii-eedom  on  the  edict  issued  by 
the  Department  of  State,  commanding 
the  prosecution  of  Rasmus  Jorgensen 
of  Langeland,  proceeds  nearly  as  fol 
lows :  "  Both  the  Fatherland  (another 
paper)  and  the  Copenhagen  Post,  ad- 
vocate religious  liberty  for  the  Re-bap- 
tizers,  or  Baptists,  whichever  they  may 
prefer  to  be  called,  and  the  Fatherland 
remarks,  'Are  their  doctrines  errone- 
ous, let  the  clergy  and  schoolmasters 
prove  them  to  be  so  to  the  people. 
The  schoolmaster,  Rasmus  Sorensen 
of  Venstbw,  however,  a  man  whose  love 
of  truth,  and  unaffected  christian  faith, 
is  questioned  by  no  one,  has  just  pub- 
lished a  book,  entitled  What  is  the 
Holy  Universal  Church  ?  &c.,  in  which 
he  shows  that  infant  baptism  is  neither 
evangelical  nor  apostolic.  Ifitisnot 
possible  to  refute  him,  and  to  render 
the  errors  of  baptists  innoxious  by 
counter  arguments  and  proofs,  but  if, 
on  the  contrary,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  their  doctrines  are  confirmed  by 
the  word  of  God  and  the  history  of  the 
christian  church,  then,  in  spite  of  im- 
prisonments, condemnations,  banish- 
ments, &c.,  there  will  soon  be  in  Den- 
mark as  many  baptists  as  there  are 
now  Lutherans.  Therefore  we  now 
call  upon  all  the  zealous  disputants 
amongst  the  clergy,  by  argument  and 
proofs,  to  refute  the  statements  put 
forth  in  Rasmus  Sorensen's  book.'  " 

In  this  neighborhood,  the  number  of 
those  who  have  determined  to  join  the 
baptists,  is  continually  on  the  increase. 
It  is  the  same  on  Langeland,  and  I  have 
heard  that  some  in  Fiinen  have  formed 
the  same  determination.  As  soon  as 
sentence  is  pronounced  on  Monster,  it 
is  my  intention  to  write  immediately 
to  the  king,  and  to  remonstrate  with 
hirn  on  this  subject. 
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By  our  latest  acconuls,  the  state  of  things 
in  Denmark  remauied  much  the  same  as  is  here 
represented.  The  -severe  measures  of  perse- 
cuiion  were  in  no  degree  relaxed,  though  the 
cause  of  truth  and  of  religious  freedom  seemed 
io  be  gaining  a  stronger  hold  upon  the  minds  of 
some,  especially  among  the  men  of  standing 
«nd  influence  boih  in  the  governmeut  and  m  so- 
ciety. The  spirit  of  inquiry  was  gradually  ex- 
tending, and  many  persons  were  awaiting  a 
suitable  opportunity  for  being  baptized  and 
uniting  wiiii  the  afflicted  and  stiffering  churches. 

The  latest  intelligence  from  the  mission  will 
be  found  in  the  leKer  of  i>Jr.  Oncken.  published 
at  page  2G6  of  our  last  number. 


JOURNAL  OF  MR.  DEA.V,  AT  BANGKOK. 

(Continued  from  page  254.) 

Baptism  of  two  Chinese  converts, 
Oct.  4,  1840.  In  addition  to  the  iisu- 
?il  exercises  of  the  Sabbatli,  we  have 
to-day  examined  and  approved  two 
Chinese,  as  itanilidates  tor  haptisni. 
One  is  the  Chit4ese  teacher  in  iMrs. 
Dean's  school,  and  the  other,  a  man 
who  has  been  in  our  employ  as  cooly 
during  tlie  last  two  years.  The  exam- 
ination occupied  two  hours,  in  which 
brethren  Peet  and  Biiell  .took  a  |Kirt 
with  us,and  all  present  expres.sed  tlieir 
fellowship  lor  the  carididates  as  Chris- 
tians. The  baptism  of  these  converts 
is  postponed  till  next  Sabbath,  when 
we  expect  to  observe  the  orJiiiance  of 
the  Lord's  supper. 

These  persons  have  been  noticed  at 
a  former  date,  as  requesting  ba[)tism.* 
The  school  teacher  is  a  young  man  of 
promise,  and  though  he  came  fro(n  Clii- 
iia  last  year  and  has  been  with  us  only 
four  months,  before  which  time  he  had 
heard  nothing  of  Christianity,  he  now 
possesses  considerable  knowledge  of 
the  scriptin'es,  and  so  far  as  we  can 
judge,  affords  satisfactory  evidence  of 
a  renewed  heart.  The  question  arose 
in  our  minds  whether,  in  view  of  the 
short  period  since  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  subject  of  Christianity,  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  dissuade  him 
from  making  a  profession  of  his  faith 
at  present,  but  with  the  example  of 
the  Apostles  and  primitive  saints  be- 
fore us,  and  the  evidence  afforded 
us  of  his  real  piety,  we  felt  unprepared 
to  assume  the  res[)onsibility  of  a  post- 
ponement.   The  other  person  is  an 

*  See  page  253,  last  number. 
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old  man  who  primarily  came  to  Dr. 
Tracy  for  medicine  for  his  eyes,  l>eing 
nearly  blind.    He  soon  became  so  tar 
restored  that  he  came  intooin-  employ, 
ajid  during  his  resilience  with  us,  has 
manifested  a  decided  change  of  char- 
acter, though  we  regardeff  hitn  fmm 
the  beginning  as  strictly  honest  and 
faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  enq)loy- 
ers.    He  first,  after  learning  something 
of  tire  character  of  God,  began  to  pray 
to  him  to  heal  his  eyes,  aiid  as  he  daily 
prayed  for  this,  he  soon  became  con- 
vinced of  the  blindness  of  his  mind, 
and  piayed  to  have  the  eyes  of  bis  un- 
!  derstaniling  oj^ened. 
I     11.    Sabbath.    The  two  Chinese  al- 
I  luded  to  last  Sabbath,  have  to-day  been 
I  baptized.    We  were  accompanied  to 
I  the  water  by  some  of  the  brethren  of 
the  Presbyterian  and  American  Board, 
and  a  few  Siamese  aiid  Chinese,  be- 
sides the  members  of  the  school  and 
the  church.    At  tlie  close  of  the  servi- 
ces at  the  watei",  br.  Davenport  made 
some  retnarks  to  the  Siamese  who 
;  were  present.    VV^e  then  returned  to 
!  the  house,  and  extended  the  hand  of 
fellowship  to  the  persons  just  b.iptized, 
i  and  gatlieietl  around  the  table  of  the 
1  Lord,  to  think  of  his  love,  his  suffer- 
I  ings,  and  his  triumph.    It  has  been  a 
I  day  of  interest  and  we  hope  of  profit 
to  us  all. 

Production  of  ardent  spirits — Liberality 
of  a  convert — State  of  society. 

15.  Having  to-day,  occasion  to  in- 
tercede with  the  man  who  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  s[)irit  farm  for  Bang- 
kok, in  behalf  of  a  i)oor  Chinaman  who 
had  been  falsely  injf)risoned  on  the 
charge  of  having  made  ardent  spirits 
without  a  license,  I  learned  that  this  of- 
ficer pays  into  the  king's  treasury,  an- 
nua II  v,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thou- 
sand ticals*  for  his  lic  ense,  or  the  priv- 
ilege of  making  ardent  spirits  in  Bang- 
kok alone ;  and  when  we  reflect  that 
there  is  a  distinct  license  for  each  of 
the  other  places  of  importance  in  the 
countrv,  and  that  the  expense  of  mate- 
rials and  making  is  added  to  the  above 
sum,  we  may  form  some  idea  of  the 
state  of  intemperance  in  the  country. 

Nov.  L  AVe  have  to-day  enjoyed 
the  presence  of  br.  Goddard  at  our 
Sabbath  services,  and  hope  soon  to 
have  his  assistance  in  conducting  reli- 
trions  worship  with  this  people.  Such 
aid  in  our  work  is  none  the  less  accep- 


*  The  Heal  is  about  sixty  cents,  consequenUy 
the  »um  is  over  eicrhtij  thousand  dollars. 
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table  because  we  have  so  long  waited 
and  prayed  for  it. 

3.  Ciiek  Yet,  one  of  the  members  of 
the  church  here,  and  a  poor  man,  who 
gains  his  support  by  washing  clothes, 
presented  us  two  ticals  as  a  contribu- 
tion to  aid  the  mission  cause.  The 
known  character  of  the  man  and  the 
attending  circumstances,  leave  us  no 
room  to  doubt  the  sincerity  and  pu- 
rity of  his  motives  in  this  act  of  self- 
denial  and  christian  benevolence.  It 
was  the  more  pleasing  to  us  as  it  was 
an  entirely  voluntary  act  of  a  young 
convert,  who,  a  few  months  ago,  knew 
nothing  of  that  doctrine  which  teaches 
that  "it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

5.  We  have  to-day  had  application 
from  a  poor  Chinaman  for  assistance, 
who  says  that  in  default  of  a  contract 
for  a  few  ticals,  his  wife  and  child  have 
been  seized  and  sold  into  slavery,  and 
having  heard  that  we  were  accustomed 
to  deeds  of  benevolence,  he  came  to 
us  with  the  assurance  that  we  would 
help  him.  This  is  neither  the  first  nor 
an  unusual  occurrence  of  the  kind,  and 
it  is  by  no  means  an  easy  matter  to 
dispossess  their  minds  of  tlie  impres- 
sion that,  because  we  gratuitously  give 
away  books,  we  must  be  wealthy  and 
may  give  away  money  and  other  things. 
This  is  one  among  the  many  reasons 
for  living  in  an  humble  style  as  it  re- 
spects our  houses,  furniture,  &.c.  Still 
health  and  usefulness  forbid  our  adopt- 
ing the  style  of  worldly  men  as  our 
standard,  as  well  in  this  country  as 
in  our  own  ;  for  while  in  the  latter, 
men  go  to  excess  in  the  indulgence 
of  pride  and  the  love  of  fashion 
and  vain  show,  men  in  this  coun- 
try, of  equal  wealth  and  from  no 
better  motives,  \a  ill  live  in  a  bamboo 
shed  and  in  a  manner  more  like  brutes 
than  human  beings,  thinking  therehy 
to  avoid  government  taxation,  and  be 
allowed  to  hoard  up  their  wealth  un- 
der the  garb  of  poverty. 

Applicant  for  hapiism — Inquirers — State 
of  the  church. 
Nov.  6.  Chek  Rung,  a  man  of  some 
learning  and  of  respectable  behavior, 
has  been  for  some  weeks  under  exam- 
ination with  a  view  of  joining  the 
church.  Hav  ing  more  than  a  year  ago 
become  somewhat  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity  by  means  of 
tracts,  he  came  to  us  on  his  return  from 
Chantibun  and  wished  for  further  in- 
struction. Since  that  time  he  has  given 
himself  chiefly  to  an  examination  of 


the  subject.  He  has  to-day  proposed 
some  inquiries  which  show  that  he  has 
searched  the  scriptures  with  a  desire 
to  obey  their  injunctions.  There  are 
one  or  two  others  who  may  be  proper- 
ly terjned  inquirers. 

The  school  has  recently  suffered  a 
temporary  reduction  in  consequence 
of  ill  health  and  other  causes  connect- 
ed with  the  families  to  which  they  be- 
long. One  boy  who  came  to  us  one 
year  ago,  has  gone  home  for  the  first 
time  to  visit  his  friends,  who  live  at  a 
distance  of  sixty  or  seventy  miles.  An- 
other has  gone  home  to  attend  the  cer- 
emony of  cutting  the  top-knot  from  his 
brother's  head,  an  occasion  which  here 
calls  together  all  the  members  of  the 
family,  as  imperiously  as  does  thanks- 
giving in  New  England.  Two  others 
are  absent  from  ill  health.  But  while 
there  is  some  reduction  of  numbers, 
there  have  been  introduced  some  chan- 
ges in  the  regulations  and  instruction 
of  the  school,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
result  in  good.  The  present  arrange- 
ments are,  that  Mrs.  Dean,  in  addition 
to  taking  charge  of  the  three  girls  now 
in  the  school,  examine  the  boys  daily 
in  their  Chinese  lessons,  including  na- 
tive hooks  and  the  scriptures,  and  teach 
them  arithmetic  by  means  of  their  own 
language,  while  Mrs.  Goddard  is  to 
give  them  lessons  in  geography  in  Eng- 
lish, and  Mr.  Goddard  gives  them  a 
lesson  in  English  in  the  evening. 

Interesting  meetings — Political  state  of 
the  country. 

8.  Sabbath.  We  have  to-day  en- 
joyed the  pleasure  of  seeing  all  the 
members  of  the  church  present  at  wor- 
ship, except  the  one  who  has  gone  to 
China,  and  the  brethren  at  the  prayer 
meeting  appeared  highly  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  meeting  togetlier  again  in 
p^ace  and  health,  to  mingle  their  sup- 
plications and  tliauksgivings  at  the 
mercy-seat.  All  felt  tliat  it  was  good 
to  be  here.  At  the  service  in  the  chap- 
el, some  remarks  were  made  from  the 
last  verses  of  2d  Tim.  3d  chap.,  with 
a  design  of  encouraging  a  greater  rev- 
erence for  and  a  more  diligent  study 
of  the  scriptures.  There  are  some  rea- 
sons why  the  disciples  of  Christ  here 
are  disposed  to  esteem  the  word  of 
God  more  lightly  than  Christians  do  in 
our  own  country. 

The  exercises  in  the  bazaar  to-day 
have  been  conducted  by  Keok-cheug, 
whose  labors  as  an  assistant  are  be- 
coming daily  moi-e  valuable.  We  have 
reason  to  hope  that  some  good  will  re- 
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suit  from  the  exertions  of  this  day, 
however  imperfect  they  may  have  been. 

15.  Religious  worship  was  conduct- 
ed in  the  bazaar  this  afternoon  by  the 
school  teacher,  who  succeeded  very 
well  considering  it  was  the  first  time 
in  so  public  a  manner.  More  hearers 
were  accommodated  by  placing  the 
speaker  at  the  door,  while  a  part  of  the 
assetnbly  were  seated  within  the  house 
and  a  part  without.  The  latter  were 
also  within  an  enclosure  in  tlie  shade 
of  the  building  so  as  to  be  comfortably 
accommodated.  1  have  been  unable 
to  take  any  active  part  in  the  exercises 
of  the  day  in  consequence  of  a  cold 
and  sore  throat.  Br.  Goddard  made 
some  remarks  to  the  brethren  at  the 
prayer  meeting  this  morning,  and  Ke- 
ok-cheng  conducted  the  service  in  the 
chapel.  During  worship  this  afternoon, 
two  drunken  Siamese,  professing  to  be 
policemen,  seized  a  Chinese  in  front  of 
the  chapel,  on  pretence  that  he  had 
not  paid  his  tax.  Things  of  this  kind 
are  now  of  daily  occurrence.  Not  only 
do  the  government  officers  extort  mo- 
ney from  the  poor  Chinese  on  the  plea 
of  collecting  their  tax,  but  others  feign 
themselves  police  officers,  and  pass  un- 
detected ajnong  the  multitudes  who 
bear  that  title,  by  which  means  they 
all,  whether  authorized  or  unauthor- 
ized, gain  their  support, 

16.  Wo  have  just  heard  that  the 
Cochin-Chinese,  on  the  Cambojan 
coast,  arc  carrying  on  their  warfare, 
and  slaying,  without  distinction,  men 
women  and  children.  Some  predict 
that  the  wars  without  and  around,  and 
the  increasing  dissipation  crime  and 
oppression,  within  both  city  and  coun- 
try, will  terminate  in  a  revolution  of 
the  kingdom.  We  look  with  deep  in- 
terest upon  this  moral  chaos,  while  we 
reflect  that  it  contains  materials  for 
that  spiritual  kingdom  which  shall 
eventually  subdue  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  earth. 

School  exercises —  Visit  from  prince  Choiv 
Fah — A  Siamese  convert. 
22.  Sabbatli.  1  was  present  to-day 
at  the  exercise  with  the  Chinese  boys, 
who  learn  a  verse  of  scripture  in  their 
native  language  on  each  day  of  the 
week,  and  recite  the  whole  on  the  Sab- 
bath to  Mrs.  Dean.  They  also  repeat 
the  Ten  Commandments  and  answer 
questions  on  the  portions  of  scripture 
recited,  and  have  an  opportunity  to 
propose  questions  and  engage  in  famil- 
iar conversation  on  any  subject  con- 
nected with  their  lesson. 


I  have  been  able  to  conduct  the  ex- 
ercises in  the  chapel  to-day  and  Keok- 
cheng  attended  the  meeting  in  the 
bazaar.  One  Chinese  was  present  in 
the  morning  from  Batavia,  who  said  he 
was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Medhurst. 
He  also  showed  a  familiarity  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  Catholics,  who 
have  made  some  unsuccessful  efforts 
to  secure  his  faith  to  their  creed.  He 
offered  me  the  loan  of  some  of  their 
books,  which  I  gladly  accepted,  since 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  their 
religious  books. 

While  going  to  the  bazaar  for  wor- 
ship, we  met  several  companies  of 
drunken  and  riotous  men,  which  re- 
minded us  of  the  demand  for  our  tract 
on  intemperance  which  was  yesterday 
struck  off"  in  proof,  and  will  soon  be 
ready  for  distribution. 

We  have  occasion  to  think  that  the 
exercises  of  this  day  have  been  render- 
ed more  interesting  and  profitable  in 
consequence  of  a  mission  prayer  meet- 
ing which  has  been  instituted  with  re- 
ference to  the  duties  of  the  Sabbath. 
The  first  meeting  was  held  last  even- 
ing, and  is  to  be  continued  weekly. 
This  is  not  to  preclude  the  meeting 
we  enjoy  on  Wednesday  and  Sabbath 
afternoons,  with  the  christian  friends 
of  the  other  Boards.  The  English 
service  on  the  Sabbath  is  attended  by 
all  the  missionaries,  so  far  as  religious 
worship  in  the  native  languages  will 
allow. 

25.  Last  evening  we  met  the  mis- 
sionary friends  at  the  house  of  Prah- 
Na-Wai,  the  son  of  the  Prah-klang  ; 
and  this  evening  we  received  a  visit 
from  prince  Chow  Fah,  attended  by 
some  of  his  ladies.  This  intercourse 
with  the  nobles  may  perhaps  give  us 
some  additional  influence  among  the 
common  people,  but  we  fear  that  they 
themselves  derive  but  little  religious 
influence  from  us.  They  manifest  a 
disposition  to  copy  our  customs,  ex- 
cepting our  religion. 

29.  At  the  close  of  the  Chmese 
prayer  meeting  this  morning,  br.  Dav- 
enport came  in  with  a  Siamese  who 
has  requested  baptism,*  and  as  some  of 
the  Chinese  brethren  speak  Siamese, 
thev  proposed  to  him  several  questions, 
to  all  of  which  he  replied  in  a  very  sat- 
isfactory manner.  He  expressed  a  fra- 
ternal aflfection  for  them,  and  they  en- 
gaged to  pray  for  him.  We  expect  the 
question  relative  to  his  baptism  will  be 
settled  next  Sabbath. 


*  S(!«  Mr.  D.'s  letter  on  the  next  page. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  MR.  DAV- 
ENPORT, DATED  BANGKOK,  DEC.  8, 
1840. 

The  Jirst  Siamese  convert — Application 
for  baptism. 
I  rejoice  with  trembling  to  comrau- 
nicate  to  voii  tlie  I'act,  tliat  there  is  one 
Siamese  willing  to  break  loose  frori)  the 
idolatrous  religion  of  his  Ibretathers 
and  his  connirynieu,  and  So  connect 
himself  wiili  tlie  church  of  Christ. 
His  name  is  Soot ;  and  he  is  a  vovuig 
man,  about  twenty  two  years  ol' age. 
He  has  been  in  our  employment  more 
than  a  year.  Soon  after  entering  it, 
lie  began  to  make  inquiries  relative  to 
the  Christian  religion,  and  afterwards 
appeared  to  takeaii  uncommon  interest 
in  the  daily  and  Sabbath  exercises* 
After  this  time  he  expressed  his  belief 
in  the  truths  of  Christianity,  and  asked 
to  be  admitted  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. I  th-^ught  it  best  to  act  cautious- 
ly in  regard  to  this  case,  ami  requested 
hiim  to  persevere  in  the  course  he  wns 
pursuing.  When  we  felt  fully  satisfied 
that  he  was  willing  and  anxious  to  ol)ey 
Chris^t,  we  should  with  nnich  j)leasure 
receive  him  into  the  church.  1  liave 
conversed  with  him  at  intervals  lor  a 
number  of  monihs  past,  and  he  has 
given  evidence  that  he  has  been  a  man 
off)rayer  ever  since  his  first  applica- 
tion. Recently  he  lias  been  exerting 
himself  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-laborers 
in  the  {)riniing  department,  and  seems 
extremely  desirous  that  they  should 
engage  in  the  service  of  the  true  God. 
A  most  prominent  object  in  his  private 
snp|)lications  ol'late,  he  says,  has  been 
to  ask  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Upon  being  questioned  closely  in  re- 
ference to  the  exercises  of  liis  mind 
concerning  sin,  as  havinsr  been  com- 
mitted against  God,  a  good  and  holy 
Being,  he  says  he  has  not  only  besought 
Him  to  forgive  the  sins  wlii(;h  he  still 
ren)end)ers  to  have  committed,  but 
also  those  which  he  has  l»»iig  since 
forgotten,  including  the  sin  of  idolatry. 
But  with  regard  to  ido!  worship,  he 
says  he  never  engaged  in  it  because  he 
fully  l)elieved  in  it,  but  simply  for  the 
sake  of  doing  as  others  did.  For  sev- 
eral days  past  he  lias  given  every  indi- 
cation of  a  mind  at  ease  and  joyful; 
and  upon  being  questioned  as  to  his 
feelings,  he  said  be  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  much  happiness.  We  have  a 
meeting  for  coiderence  and  prayer  ev- 
ery Wednesday  afternoon;  and  he  in- 
quired if  I  would  pernjit  him  at  the 
same  hour  to  have  a  meeting  with  the 


printing  hands,  as  lie  was  desirous  to 
exhort  and  instruct  them  as  lar  as  he 
was  able. 

I  said  to  him,  suppose  you  should 
be  persecuted  by  your  countrymen, 
and  they  should  even  proceed  to  im- 
})rison  you  and  threaten  you  with  death 
ibr  changing  your  religion  ;  liow  would 
you  act  ?  He  replied,  I  would  endeav- 
or to  SAibmit  to  it  quietly. 

W^e  all  ieel  mtich  interested  in  this 
case.  Sabbath  next  is  a[>pointed  i'or 
his  examination;  after  which  J  hope 
to  have  the  ])leasure  of  baptizing  him 
in  the  name  of  the  blessed  Trinity. 
We  ask  the  prayers  of  the  Board  in 
behalf  of  ourselves  and  the  })oor  hea- 
then about  us,  and  especially  for  this 
individual,  that  he  may  be  blessed  and 
made  a  blessing  to  the  benighted  Si- 
amese. 


THE   Ba'sA  TRIBE. 

The  subjoined  sketch  of  the  character  and 
habits  of  this  people,  is  from  the  pen  of  Rev. 
W.  G.  Crocker,  nnissioiiary  of  the  lioard,  who 
is  now  on  a  visit  to  this  coant'-y.  lie  has  re- 
sided for  several  years  among  them,  has  ac- 
quired their  language,  and  has  had  amj  le  op- 
j  porluniiies  for  acquaintance  with  their  tharac- 
j  ler  and  condition. 

The  Bdsa  country — Agriculture — Sociai 
j  economy. 

I     The  Basa  people  extend  from  Junk 
river  to  the  river  CestreSyabout  90  miles 
on  the  coast;  and  frotn  all  the  infor- 
!  mation  1  have  been  able  to  gain,  I 
I  think  they  occupy  most  of  the  country 
between  those  })t)ints,  and  for  about 
seventy  miles  b-ick  from  tlie  sea.  T  heir 
I  number  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Ashman 
j  at  lk'5,G00.    As  this  would  give  about 
j  tvventy  to  a  square  mile,  it  probably  is 
I  not  far  fiom  the  truth.    The  language 
I  of  this  tribe  seems  to  be  understood 
]  pretty  extensively,  and  by  those  among 
!  them  also,  who  speak  another  lan- 
I  guage. 

'1  he  Basas  seetn  to  be  as  ignorant 
!  and  degraded  as  any  other  tribe  on  the 
western  coast.  Tliey  are  a  timid,  in- 
dolent, and  unambitious  people.  Not 
having  had  any  written  language,  they 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  arts  and 
sciences,  and  seem  to  have  gone  on 
lor  ages  in  the  same  track,  following 
implicitly  the  customs  of  their  ances- 
tors. They  seem,  indeed,  to  regard 
any  innovation  '  almost  as  a  crime. 
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Their  manners  are  simple  and  their 
wants  few.    They  depend  npon  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  raise  barely 
sufficient  to  supply  their  necessities 
from  year  to  year.    As  there  is  no  in- 
dividual property  in  land,  each  person 
selects  some  s[)ot  which,  by  not  hav- 
ing been  cultivated  for  several  years, 
has  grown  up  to  trees  and  bushes. 
These  trees  and  bushes  he,  with  the 
aid  of  his  wife,  or  wives,  cuts  down  in 
the  dry  season,  and  after  burning  thenj, 
just  as  the  rainy  weather  sets  in,  puts 
his  rice  and  cassada  into  the  ground. 
As  soon  as  the  farm  is  burned,  almost 
all  the  rest  of  the  work  devolves  on  the 
women.    The  time  occui)ied  by  the 
men  in  farming,  is  not  far  from  three 
months  in  a  year.    The  remainder  of 
the  year  is  spent  chiefly  in  idleness. 
Some  however  are  more  industrious 
than  others,  and  employ  a  portion  of  i 
their  leisure  time  in  niaking  canoes,  ' 
paddles,  rice  mortars,  &c.    Some  are  j 
employed  by  the  colonists  to  bring  I 
camwood  from  the  interior,  and  others  \ 
are  hired  to   work  on   their  farms.  ' 
Though  they  are  generally  averse  to 
labor,  and  always  call  their  farming 
season  a  time  of  trouble,  yet  for  the 
sake  of  reward,  tl)ey  can  be  induced 
to  work  for  a  sliort  season  with  some  ' 
degree  of  diligence.    They  are  eager 
to  acquire  money,  but  have  very  little 
disposition  to  hoard.    Indeed  there  is 
btif  little  encouragement  for  a  common 
individual  to  lay  up  wealth.    The  mo- 
ment one  gets  a  little  more  than  his 
neighbors,  he  is  the  object  of  envy, 
nn(l  subject  to  heavy  exactions  from 
the  head  man  of  the  town.    If  he  is 
known  to  have  any  thing  valuable,  the 
liead  man  will  frequently  ask  it  as  a 
present.    Jf  he  refuses,  he  is  liable  to 
be  brought  into  a  difficidty  which  will 
cost  him  twice  as  much  as  the  value 
of  the   article  desired.    Besides,  the 
sensuality  of  the  natives  is  frequently 
bringing  them  into  difficulty  with  their 
neighbors,   or   with  the    head  man, 
who  has  often  twenty  or  thirty  wives, 
of  all  ages.    In  such  cases,  the  damage 
sustained  is  estimated  very  much  ac- 
cording to  the  pecuniary  resources  of 
the  offender.     Sometimes,  when  the 
criminal  has  nothing  to  pay,  nor  any 
friends  to  redeem  him,  he  is  sold  as  a 
slave. 

Houses  of  the  natives — Domestic  hahits — 
jlmusemenls. 
The  people  of  this  tribe  live  in  small 
villages  containing  from  twenty  to  two 
hundred  houses.    Each  man,  with  the 


exception  of  the  head  man,  builds  his 
own  house.    These  houses  are  of  vari- 
ous sizes,  from  six  or  eight  feet  square, 
to  twenty  feet  long  and  a  dozen  w  ide. 
The  usual  size  is  not  far  from  eight 
feet  square.  The  sides  consist  of  poles 
thrust  into  the  ground  perpendicularly, 
and  plastered  with  a  kind  of  clay,  or 
covered  with  a  mat.    The  roof  is  cov- 
ered with  thatch,  which,  when  well 
put  on,  effectually  sheds  the  rain.  This 
roof  projects  two  or  more  feet  beyond 
the  sides  of  the  house,  and  generally 
comes  down  to  within  about  lour  or 
five  feet  from  the  ground.    By  this 
means  the  sides  of  the  house  are  thor- 
oughly secured  from  the  rain.  The 
interior  is  principally  occupied  by  a 
bed.    This  is  formed  of  a  mat  rest- 
ing on  a  kind  of  framework,  which  is 
raised  from  the  ground  about  eighteen 
1  inches ;  or  it  is  frequently  made  of 
!  earth,  elevated  above  the  rest  of  the 
j  floor  about  six  inches,  and  covered 
I  with  a  mat.    A  portion  of  the  floor  (or 
I  ground)  is  left  for  a  fire.    The  natives 
'  always  have  a  fire  at  night.    They  have 
no  chimney,  but  the  smoke  finds  its 
way  out  at  openings  left  for  this  pur- 
pose mider  the  eaves. 

An  inventory  of  the  domestic  uten- 
!  sils  of  the  natives,  would  illiistrate  the 
adage, 

"  Man  wants  but  liule  here  below." 

A  pot  or  two  for  cooking,  a  wooden 
bowl  or  a  wash-basin,  and  sometimes, 
(not  always)  a  wooden  spoon  for  eat- 
ing, comprise  all  that  many  a  native 
family  owns  of  these  articles.  Their 
wardrobe  consists  of  a  few  yards  of 
different  kinds  of  cloth,  cut  up  into 
pieces  of  one  or  two  yards  in  length. 
One  of  these  })ieces,  without  the  aid 
of  needle  or  scissors,  forms  the  robe  of 
their  most  respectable  females.  TJie 
cloth  is,  by  females  of  the  Basa  tribe, 
wrapped  round  the  body,  so  as  to  lap 
in  front ;  the  width  of  the  cloth  (which 
is  usuallv  from  three  quarters  to  a  yard) 
forming'  the  length  of  the  garment. 
The  men  use  generally  about  a  yard  of 
cloth,  and  put  it  on  as  best  comports 
with  their  sense  of  decency.  Some  of 
the  tribes  on  the  coast  differ  from  these 
in  their  mode  of  wearing  cloths.  The 
Grebo  men,  at  Cape  Palmas,  dress  like 
the  Basa  women,  and  their  women 
like  the  Basa  men. 

The  food  of  the  natives  is  usually 
simple,  consisting  of  rice,  cassada, 
palm  oil,  banana,  plantains,  green 
corn  roasted,  and  such  animal  food  as 
they  can  obtain.    They  eat  cats,  dogs, 
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monkeys,  snakes,  frogs,  and  almost 
every  kind  of  fish  that  can  be  pro- 
cured. 

Their  principal  amusement  is  dan- 
cing to  the  sound  of  a  drum,,  accompa- 
nying their  instrumental  with  vocal 
music.  The  children  are  taught  to 
dance  as  soon  as  they  can  walk.  Such 
is  their  attachment  to  this  amusement 
that  they  frequently  keep  it  up  most 
of  the  night,  for  many  nights  in  suc- 
cession. Both  sexes,  and  almost  all 
ages,  participate  in  this  sport.  Upon 
almost  every  occasion  of  jo}^  however 
trivial,  the  drum  and  song  of  the  dan- 
cers are  heard.  But  at  the  burial  of  a 
head  man,  great  preparations  are  made ; 
natives  flock  in  from  all  around,  and 
several  days  and  nights  are  spent  in 
dancing.    This  ends  with  a  feast. 

Religious  notions — Ideas  of  futurity. 

The  Basas  seem  to  have  no  system 
of  religion.  Indeed  their  ideas  are  so 
vague  on  this  subject,  that  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  ascertain  what  they 
really  are.  They  are,  however,  much 
under  the  power  of  superstition.  Their 
belief  in  witchcraft  is  amazing.  Their 
grigri  men,  who  are  generally  from 
some  distance  or  of  another  tribe,  be- 
ing shrewd  men,  and  capable  of  per- 
forming some  juggling  tricks,  are  view- 
ed with  a  kind  of  awe,  and  impose  most 
astonishingly  upon  their  credulity. 
They  live  in  much  dread  of  being 
poisoned  ;  and  as  they  seem  gener- 
ally to  connect  this  poisoning  with 
witchcraft,  they  wear  on  their  bodies 
something  furnished  by  their  grigri 
men,  to  guard  them  against  that  and 
other  evils.  They  profess  to  believe 
that  their  grigris  will  })rotect  them 
from  bullets,  but  they  rarely  put  them- 
selves in  a  situation  to  test  their  vir- 
tue. 

In  regard  to  futurity,  they  manifest 
astonishing  blindness  and  ignorance. 
Indeed,  such  is  their  fear  of  death,  that 
they  will  rarely  suffer  themselves  to 
think  long  enough  upon  it  to  form  any 
idea  of  what  lies  beyond.  They  have 
some  vague  notion  of  existence  beyond 
the  grave,  and  frequently  carry  food, 
and  throw  it  upon  the  grave  of  a  de- 
•ceased  relative,  years  after  his  death. 
I  have  seen  Sante  Will  talking, profes- 
sedly, to  his  son's  body,  years  after  it 
was  put  into  the  grave.  Some  believe 
that  the  person  who  dies  comes  back 
an  infant.  It  is  the  province  of  the 
grigri  man  to  say  who  it  is  that  has 
thus  come  back.  The  child  is  then 
called  by  the  name  of  this  person. 


LETTER  FROM  KONG  KOBA. 

The  writer  of  the  following  letter  is  a  youth 
of  much  promise  connected  with  J\Jr,  Clarke's 
school  at  Edina.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
king-  Koba^  "  Father  af  the  land,"  a  powerful 
chief  whose  jurisdiction  extended  over  many 
native  towns.  He  is  now  about  17  years  of 
age,  possesses  a  strong  and  vigorous  mind, 
a  docile  disposition,  and  exhibits  a  consistent 
christian  character.  Tlie  letter  is  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  dated  Edi- 
na, April  2d,  1841. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  very  thankful  when  I  received 
those  things  you  sent  out  to  ns;*  not  I 
only,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  boys  were 
very  glad  also.  By  this  reason  the  na- 
tives of  this  country  know  that  there  is  a 
reality  in  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 
You  were  not  our  relations,  neither  our 
parents,  but  for  your  kindness'  sake 
you  sent  out  these  things  to  us.  When 
Mr.  Crocker  and  Mr.  Mylne  first  came 
to  this  country  my  father  thought,  after 
we  were  taught,  they  (the  parents)  will 
pay  them  ;  but  Mr.  Crocker  and  Mr. 
Mylne  told  them  that  they  want  no 
pay  at  all.  They  were  astonished,  and 
said  among  themselves,  these  people 
came  here  to  steal  our  children  away; 
therefore  when  they  first  came  to  this 
country  they  did  not  have  many  boys; 
but  afterwards  they  said,  these  people 
are  good  people,  then  they  sent  their 
children.  Another  (reason)  was,  they 
thou<>ht  when  a  person  gets  a  knowl- 
edge of  books  he  will  soon  die.  But 
when  they  saw  we  staid  here  and  went 
to  school,  and  none  of  us  has  died  yet, 
then  others  sent  their  children  to 
school. 

I  want  to  come  here  (to  America) 
very  much  to  see  you,  because  my 
cousin,  Peter  Harris  jr.,  been  Miere, 
and  when  he  got  home  Abrahanf  Mil- 
ler, my  other  friend,  go  there  also ; 
and  he  came  back.  And  the  other 
reason  is,  when  I  tell  the  natives,  when 
a  person  go  to  America  he  must 
cross  this  ocean,  they  ask  me  how  I 
know  it  ?  "  In  geography,"  say  1,  and 
they  don't  believe  me  ;  therefore  I  want 
to  come  there.  I  wanted  to  come  with 
Mr.  Crocker,  but  he  said  he  cannot 
take  me  ;  but  he  will  ask  you,  and  if 
you  will,  he  will  send  a  letter  that  I 
may  come  and  see  the  country. 
Your  unworthy  friend, 

Kong  Koea, 
or  Lewis  K.  Crocker. 

*  Articles  of  clolhinlf,  (Sec,  scut  out  by  the 
Board,  for  the  boys  of^the  school. 
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EXTRACTS  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  BAR- 
KER, DATED  SHAWAJsOE,  ISD.  TER. 
JULY  9,  1841, 

This  mission,  as  now  organized,  consists  of 
four  stations,  which,  as  staled  in  the  last  annu- 
al Report,  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  At 
the  two  stations  referred  to  below,  Shawanoe 
and  Delaware,  in  particular,  there  have  been 
received  special  tokens  of  the  Divine  favor  du- 
ring ihe  past  year.  I'he  forn)ation  of  a  church 
at  the  latter  place,  as  mentioned  in  the  letter, 
was  the  constitution  of  a  branch  which  had  ex- 
isted there  for  some  time,  and  which  in  March 
last  consisted  of  26  members,  into  a  separate 
thurch.  The  history  of  these  several  stations 
for  the  past  two  years,  is  very  interesting,  and 
affords  much  encouragement  to  those  who  feel 
a  special  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  gospel 
among  the  aborigines  of  our  country. 

Course  of  missionary  labor — Baptisms, 

Feb.  27.  I  find  it  difficult  to  main- 
tain an  abiding  and  consistent  interest 
for  the  Indians.  Sometimes  1  think 
no  means  will  avail  for  their  salvation  ; 
and  then  again  I  seem  to  see  evidence 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
there  will  be  a  triumph  of  the  gospel. 
I  doubt  not  a  wise  providence  will 
overrule  all  things  for  goo<l. 

28.  1  endeavored  to  preach  upon 
christian  duties.  Had  an  attentive  au- 
dience of  Indians,  though  the  number 
was  small  con)pared  with  those  who 
attend  worship  in  christian  lands.  One 
young  man  was  present  with  his  fam- 
ily, who  has  been  inquiring  of  late. 
Had  conversation  with  Blackfeather, 
one  of  the  chiefs  who  has  for  two  or 
three  months  past  indulged  a  hope  in 
the  Savior.  Have  been  gaining  confi- 
dence in  him  almost  daily.  How  pain- 
ful, if  at  last  I  should  be  disappointed  ! 

March  6.  Church  meeting  at  this 
station.  Blackfeather,  mentioned  above, 
presented  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
baptism.  He  appeared  clear  in  his 
views  of  the  gospel  for  one  of  the 
benighted  Indians.  He  is  nuiribered 
among  the  first  who  learned  to  read  in 
his  native  language.  The  next  Sab- 
bath is  appointed  for  t'le  ordinance. 

14.  The  Indians  assembled  at  an 
«arly  hour  to  witness  the  baptism.  We 
sung  a  translation  of  the  hymn,  "Chil- 
dren of  the  heavenly  King."  Felt  di- 
vine assistance  in  pleading  the  cause 
of  the  Savior,  and  in  the  ordinance  of 
iiaptism. 


April  5.  I  have  just  returned  from 
the  Delaware  station,  (br.  Blanchard's,) 
where  I  assisted  in  organizing  a  chin-ch, 
according  to  jirevious  arrangement.  It 
was  a  solemn  service ;  in  "one  sense 
painful,  to  have  our  brethren  separated 
from  us;  in  another  sense  ])leasing,  as 
we  hope  it  will  be  for  the  advancement 
of  the  cause,  and  for  our  mutual  good  ; 
and  we  know  that  in  every  important 
sense  we  yet  are  one.  After  service 
we  proceeded  to  the  waterside.  Three 
were  baptized  ;  two  of  tlicm  members 
of  br.  Blanchard's  school. 

June  5.  Last  week  there  was  a 
church  meeting  at  the  Delaware  sta- 
tion again.  Christian  union  seems 
abundantly  maniiested.  We  hope  the 
cause  may  be  revived  there. 
^  To-day,  church  meeting  at  this  sta- 
tion. One  Indian  of  some  influence 
present,  with  the  view  of  relating  the 
dealings  of  God  with  his  soul.  Defer- 
red his  case  until  morning.  We  had 
some  devotional  exercises,  which  it  is 
hoped,  were  profitable  to  all. 

G.  The  Indian,  (Yitie)  above  refer- 
red to,  was  received  and  baptized. 
Hope  the  glory  of  the  Lord  will  be  in- 
creased among  the  heathen. 

27.  Church  meeting  at  the  Dela- 
ware station  again.  Three  Indians 
were  baptized.  One,  the  wife  of  the 
interpreter,  of  whose  piety  the  breth- 
ren have  for  some  time  had  evidence. 
The  other  two,  a  man  and  his  wife, 
whose  conversions  were  more  recent. 
A  case  of  discipline,  commenced  at  a 
previous  meeting,  terminated  happily 
to-day. 

July  8.  Attended  meeting  at  an  In- 
dian house.  I  have  been  trying  to  sus- 
tain such  meetings  for  some  tinje.  It 
proves  a  very  laborious  task,  owing  to 
the  distance  I  have  to  travel  in  order 
to  render  them  profitable  to  the  In- 
dians in  various  places.  I  am  encour- 
aged to  hope,  however,  that  they  will 
prove  the  means  of  good.  How  cheer- 
ing amid  the  darkness  to  behold  the 
dmnnerings  of  light!  At  one  meeting 
I  was  unable  to  arrive  until  sometime 
after  the  appointed  hour.  Coming  near 
at  lenirth,  I  heard  the  sound  of  prayer 
and  praise  in  the  Indian  tongue.  On 
entering,  I  found  the  house  filled  with 
attentive  worshippers;.  My  spirit  was 
melted  within  me.  I  could  not  but  ex- 
press the  gratitude  of  my  soul  that  the 
Lord  had  given  so  much  of  success  to 
his  word.  Surely  "  The  solitary  places 
shall  be  glad  for'^thera." 
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JTATIVE  SCHOOLS  IN  CA.LCITTTA. 

There  is  an  English  school  for  native  youths 
at  Entally,  a  district  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city, 
contiguous  to  the  Circular  Road.  This  insti- 
tution is  under  the  direction  of  the  English  bap* 
tist  ntiission,  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state. 
Large  and  commodious  buildings  have  been 
recently  erected,  for  which  a  donation  of  £1,000 
was  presented  by  an  unknown  friend  to  the  late 
Mr.  \V.  H.  Pearce.  A  late  number  of  the 
Baptist  (Eng.)  Magazine  contains  the  following 
remarks,  in  a  letter  from  Rev.  F.  Tucker : 

I  mentioned  Mr.  Ellis's  Nativ^e  In.stitu- 
tion  :  it  is  the  most  interesting  object  I 
have  seen  in  India.  It  contains  fifty-four 
boys,  children  of  native  christians.  They 
are  kept  apart  from  the  corrupt  heathen 
around  them,  and  lodged  in  neat  straw  huts, 
within  the  walls  which  inclose  the  mission- 
ary's hoose.  They  are  assembled  every 
day  for  family  worship,  and  instructed  in 
religious  as  well  as  secular  learning.  Of 
these,  twenty-one  give  evidence  of  real 
piety,  and  are  members  of  the  church  ; 
and  seven  are  studying  for  the  christian 
ministry.  I  wish  you  could  see  these 
seven  young  students  ;  they  cannot  speak 
English  very  intelligibly,  but  can  give  most 
intelligent  answers  to  many  a  puzzling 
question.  And  then  they  are  truly  pious. 
Oh  !  I  have  looked  down  upon  them  on  a 
Lord's  day  evening,  (for  several  of  them 
attend  my  ministry,)  and  my  heart  has  been 
ready  to  leap  at  the  thought  that  some  one 
of  them  may  prove,  through  the  grace  of 
God,  a  Whitefield  or  a  John  Knox  am^ng 
bis  countrymen,  and  be  honored  to  turn 
many  to  righteousness.  Mr.  Ellis  has  also 
just  opened  a  day  school. 

The  school-room  is  lofty,  spacious,  and 
well  ventilated.  It  measures  inside  90  feet 
by  40,  with  a  verandah  the  whole  length, 
affording  an  agreeable  shelter  from  the 
burning  rays  of  a  tropical  sun.  At  the 
east  end  are  two  large  and  commodious 
class-rooms,  measuring  26  feet  by  16.  The 
school-room  will  accommodate  from  400  to 
500  pupils.  It  was  opened  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1840;  and  there  are  now  in  at- 
tendance between  200  and  300  native 
youths.  Many  of  these  belong  to  the  higher 
classes,  to  whom  the  school  affords  the 
only  opportunity  of  hearing  the  gospel 
clearly  explained  and  faithfully  applied. 

The  chapel  adjoining,  calculated  to  seat 
300  persons,  is  neatly  fitted  up.  The  na- 
tive church  and  congregation,  connected 


with  the  Cliristian  Institution,  assemble 
here,  and  it  will  be  a  convenient  spot  for 
holding  annual  or  occasional  meetings  of  the 
different  native  churches  in  and  around 
Calcutta. 

There  is  another  native  institution  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Scottish  mission,  the  following 
notice  of  which  is  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Joseph 
Owen,  in  the  July  number  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Chronicle. 

The  most  interesting  object,  by  far,  that 
I  have  yet  seen  in  Calcutta,  is  the  Institu- 
tion of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Kirk 
of  Scotland,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Rev.  Alexander  Duff,  D.  D.  This 
school  was  formed  a  little  more  than  ten 
years  ago,  and  has  now  about  six  hundred 
pupils.  It  stands  near  the  centre  of  the 
native  town,  in  an  extensive  open  place, 
and  is  advantageously  situated  for  cool- 
ness, the  greatest  object  for  comfortable 
living  to  be  attained,  in  the  selection  of 
building  locations  in  this  country.  We 
first  entered  the  library,  which  is  not  very 
large.  The  one  at  the  Bishop's  College,, 
by  the  way,  is  excellent.  It  is  select,  and 
contains  many  works  that  are  rare  and  very 
valuable.  It  has  copies  of  nearly  all  the 
fathers,  some  of  the  best  editions  of  the 
classics,  the  most  valuable  biblical  and 
theological  writings  of  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries,  and  many  produc- 
tions of  the  most  noted  popish  authors. 
They  have  not  more  than  ten  or  eleven 
students  at  that  Institution.  It  was  de- 
lightful on  entering  the  school  ro(»m  of  Dr. 
Duff,  to  cast  the  eye  on  five  hundred  Hin- 
du children  dressed  in  the  native  costume, 
arranged  in  classes,  each  of  which  was 
formed  into  a  square,  with  a  monitor  stand- 
ing within,  proposing  questions  and  hear- 
ing the  recitations.  'J'he  appearance  of 
most  of  their  countenances  was  remark- 
ably sprightly  and  intelligent.  We  were 
first  taken  to  the  lowest  class,  and  went 
from  that  up.  These  were  most  of  them 
very  young  children,  say  from  five  to  eight 
years  of  age,  all  learning  the  English  alpha- 
bet, through  the  medium  of  the  Bengali, 
their  native  tongue,  and  taught  by  natives. 
The  next  two  or  three  classes  were  small 
grades  higher,  consisting  of  those  who  had 
learned  to  combine  the  letters  into  syllable* 
or  short  words. 

A  little  further  on  v^'ere  classes  learning 
Scriptural  truths,  in  the  way  of  question 
and  answer,  as,  '  Who  made  all  things  ' 
'  God.'    <  In  how  long  a  time  did  he  make 
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all  things  ? '  etc.  '  What  is  God  ? '  «  He 
is  a  spirit.'  '  Can  he  seo  you?'  <  Yes.' 
*  Can  you  see  him  ?  '  *  No,' — a  new  idea 
to  a  Hindu  mind,  and  striking  at  the  root 
of  their  enormous  fabric  of  superstition. 
This,  too,  is  one  of  the  first  truths  th  it  the 
children  are  taught  at  this  school,  and  they 
grow  up  with  it  fastened  in  their  minds. 

Still  higher  were  those  who  could  read, 
and  further  on  were  classes  learning  English 
grammar,  then  arithmetic,  geography,  and 
Bome  simply  composed  history.  In  an  ad- 
joining room  were  a  few  classes  higher 
than  any  we  had  seen,  studying  some  more 
extended  works  on  geography  and  history, 
and  learning  Euclid's  Elements  and  as- 
tronomy. 

We  were  obliged  to  pass  several  class- 
es without  asking  them  a  single  question, 
much  to  their  disappointment;  as  Dr.  D. 
says  they  like  very  much  to  be  examined. 
We  stopped  for  some  time  at  the  highest 
of  these  classes,  and  listened  with  deep  in- 
terest to  the  answers  they  gave  to  several 
questions. 

We  next  went  into  a  large  room,  used 
for  general  rehearsals  of  several  classes  to- 
gether, and  into  this  about  three  hundred 
of  the  children  were  introduced,  marching 
with  the  greatest  order  and  regularity.  A 
few  questions  were  here  proposed,  and 
then  they  withdrew.  After  this,  we  went 
into  the  highest  department,  where  some  of 
the  highest  branches  of  mathematics,  his- 
tory, the  physical  sciences,  mental  and 
moral  science,  the  evidences  of  Christianity, 
and  doctrinal  theology,  are  taught.  It 
being  left  with  us  to  start  them  on  any 
branch  of  any  of  these  subjects  we  thought 
proper,  I  began  with  the  question.  What 
is  a  miracle  ?  and  received  perhaps  a  dozen 
different  answers,  most  of  them  evincing 
surprising  mental  vigor  and  acuteness.  I 
can  truly  say  that  I  never  before  saw 
such  an  admirable  display  of  mind  as  was 
exhibited  during  this  examination.  It  is 
not  extravagant  to  say  that  it  was  far  be- 
yond anything  that  may  be  seen  among 
the  large  majority  of  the  students  in  our 
colleges  and  theological  seminaries.  The 
young  men  showed  that  ihey  had  not  only 
read  on  these  subjects,  but  had  thought  care- 
fully and  profoundly  for  themselves.  They 
were  then  examined  on  modern  history,  on 
pneumatics,  optics,  astronomy,  and  the  conic 
sections.  This  latter  branch,  as  well  as 
plane  and  spherical  trigonometry,  they  have 
studied  both  geometrically  and  analytically. 

The  ages  of  the  members  of  this  depart- 
ment were,  I  should  judge,  from  sixteen  to 
twenty-four  or  twenty-six.  One  of  them 
particularly  attracted  my  attention  by  the 
clearness  of  his  reasonings,  his  ready  use 
of  the  English  language,  and  his  facility  in 


the  selection  of  precise  terms  to  convey  his 
meaning.  Dr.  Duff  afterwards  told  me  that 
he  was  a  real  genius.  What  is  of  greatest 
importance,  it  is  hoped  that  he  is  a  true 
christian.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
with  him,  and  two  other  native  christians, 
members  of  the  school,  at  Dr.  D.'s,  a  few 
evenings  ago,  at  tea  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  this  Institution  is  exerting  an  immense 
influence  for  the  undermining  of  Hinduism 
in  and  about  Calcutta.  Many  of  its  mem- 
bers are  of  the  Brahman  caste,  and  have 
entirely  lost  confidence  in  the  religion  uf 
their  country.  They  have  learned  to  read 
English  with  ease,  and  most  of  them  take 
pleasure  in  reading  the  bible  in  our  lan- 
guage, A  lecture  is  delivered  to  them 
every  Sabbath  evening  in  the  Institution, 
which  is  we.l  attended.  I  was  present 
last  Sabbath  evening,  and  saw  almost  every 
eye  directed  towards  the  speaker,  and 
whenever  he  referred  to  a  text  of  Scripture, 
they  had  their  bibles  at  hand,  and  readily 
j  found  it.  None  of  them  board  in  the  In- 
stitution, and  it  is  therefore  entire'y  option- 
I  al  with  them  whether  they  shall  attend  any 
j  of  the  exercises  of  the  school,  or  not.  It 
is  remarkable  that  even  during  their  great 
I  festivals,  they  nearly  all  come.  The  bible 
I  is  carefully  taught  every  day,  yet  so  great 
[  is  their  desire  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the 
English  language,  that  they  are  willing  to 
learn  the  christian  religion  for  the  sake  of 
the  language  through  which  it  is  communi- 
cated. Science  seems  to  assume  a  reli- 
gious importance  in  this  country.  Nothing 
does  more  towards  the  subversion  of  Hin- 
duism, than  the  teaching  of  true  notions 
connected  with  the  physical  sciences,  since 
a  large  part  of  it  is  based  on  and  mingled 
with  false  assumptions  in  reference  to  the 
natural  world.  The  government  schools, 
established  in  difl^erent  parts  of  the  country, 
teach  the  English  language,  and  give  the  pu- 
pils access  to  our  sciences,  but  carefully  ex- 
clude the  christian  religion  from  their  course 
of  instruction.  The  consequence  of  this 
must  be,  that  as  they  lose  confidence  in 
their  own  religion,  and  have  no  other  to 
substitute  in  the  place  of  it,  they  will  be 
transformed  from  idolaters  into  sceptics  and 
infidels.  Such  a  result  every  christian 
heart  must  deprecate. 

It  is  evident  that  a  great  change  is  grad- 
ually taking  place  in  the  minds  of  the  Hin- 
dus. As  to  the  result  of  this  change,  it  is 
left  with  Christians,  instrumentally,  to  de- 
termine. If  seasonable  means  are  used  to 
turn  this  current  into  the  right  channel,  we 
may  believe  all  will  be  well  ;  but  if  not, 
what  reason  have  we  to  suppose  but  that 
India  may  be  changed  from  a  nation  of 
idolaters  into  a  nation  of  atheists  ? 
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SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Bishop,  publisiied  in  the  August  number  of 
the  Missionary  Herald.  The  letter  is  dated 
Ewa,  Island  of  Oaliu,  Dec.  7th,  1840. 

Effects  of  intoxicating  drinks — Papacy. 

Since  the  triumph  of  the  French  over 
the  Sandwich  Islands  government,  in  July 
1839,  the  moral  aspect  of  things  at  the  isl- 
ands has  been  deepening  with  gloom.  The 
repeal  of  the  law  forbidding  the  importation 
of  alcohol  into  the  kingdom,  effected  by  the 
French  treaty,  was  followed  by  a  large 
importation  and  sale  of  the  article  by  the 
French  consul  and  others.  The  consequen- 
ces were  disastrous.  The  formerly  quiet 
town  of  Honolulu  became  a  scene  of  rev- 
elry and  noise,  and  the  resort  of  the  vicious, 
never  before  surpassed.  Many  members 
of  our  churches  also  were  drawn  into  the 
vortex,  and  were  cut  off.  The  exai^ple  so 
boldly  set  at  the  metropolis,  at  length  be- 
gan to  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  island. 
Matters  grew,  for  a  lime,  worse  and  worse. 
Our  congregations  dwindled,  the  love  of 
Christians  waxed  cold,  and  with  the  intro- 
duction of  intoxicating  drinks,  the  other 
concomitant  vices  of  heathenism  were  also 
revived.  In  the  month  of  October,  when 
this  state  of  things  was  at  its  height,  the 
king  made  this  island  a  visit  from  Maui. 
The  state  of  things  was  duly  represented 
to  him  ;  and  supported  by  commodore 
Wilkes,  his  officers  and  the  American  con- 
sul, the  king  published  a  law  prohibiting 
his  subjects  the  making  and  using  of  intox- 
icating drinks.  The  evil  by  this  means  has 
in  a  good  measure  been  arrested,  and  order 
and  quiet  nearly  restored.  In  the  districts 
out  of  Honolulu  drunkenness  has  been  en- 
tirely stopped.  But  the  evils  it  created  are 
still  felt,  in  the  depravation  of  mind  it  pro- 
duces, and  the  calamities  it  brought  upon 
some  of  our  churches.  It  has  also  brought 
sad  confirmation  of  the  truth,  that  reformed 
drunkards  cannot  easily  resist  the  tempta- 
tion to  return  to  their  cups,  when  the 
draught  is  presented  to  their  lips. 

It  was  some  time  in  July  last,  when  we 
saw  the  threatening  clouds  gathering  over 
our  horizon  in  the  quiet  district  of  Ewa.  It 
began  in  a  papal  neighborhood  about  five 
miles  from  this  station.  Presently  I  learn- 
ed that  several  individuals  of  my  church 
had  been  induced  to  drink  to  intoxication 
at  Honolulu.    One  or  two  upon  whom  it 


had  been  proved  were  disciplined  for  the 
offence.  In  looking  about  me,  I  found  by 
diligent  inquiry  that  great  numbers  of  the 
people  in  the  district,  not  connected  with 
the  church,  had  begun  to  manufacture  in- 
toxicating drinks  from  various  saccharine 
vegetables,  which  the  island  affords  in 
great  abundance.  Meanwhile  we  received 
information  that  in  those  parts  of  the  island 
remote  from  our  stations,  the  people  had 
given  themselves  up  to  drunkenness  and 
revelry. 

Ill  lliis  slate  of  th'ngs,  special  religious  ser- 
vices were  appointed  by  the  church.  A  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer  was  held,  during  which  a 
temperance  pleo'ge  on  the  total  abstinence 
principle  was  introduced,  and  unanimously 
adopted.  Persons  were  appointed  to  visit  and 
converse  with  all  the  families  of  the  district. 
The  result  was, 

From  that  day,  it  became  evident  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  was  among  us.  The 
house  of  God  again  was  filled,  a  solemn 
stillness  and  attention  rested  on  the  counte- 
nances of  the  hearers.  Many  backsliders 
returned  to  their  duty,  with  tears  and  hope- 
ful repentance,  and  many  who  had  appeared 
hopeful  seekers  after  the  Lord  during  the 
late  revival,  and  had  afterward  gone  back 
to  the  world,  were  again  revived.  Prayer 
meetings  were  established  in  every  neigh- 
borhood, and  were  well  attended.  Since 
that  time  my  study  has  been  daily  visited 
and  often  thronged  by  persons  desirous  of 
conversing  with  me  on  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion. It  has  been  a  still,  but  refreshing 
season  to  us  all. 

Still  we  are  not  without  our  trials.  Ro- 
manism has  been  and  is  still  making  con- 
siderable progress  among  us.  Its  priests 
are  flocking  in  upon  us  from  France,  and 
are  organizing  a  deadly  opposition  against 
us  among  the  natives.  By  the  most  de- 
ceptive arts  they  are  enticing  to  their  em- 
brace this  simple  people.  Numbers  who 
have  long  and  perseveringly  withstood  the 
word  of  God  and  continued  in  impenitence, 
are  now  flaniing  papists,  going  about  the 
country  seeking  proselytes,  on  the  promise 
of  health  to  the  sick,  and  life  and  salvation 
to  all,  and  denouncing  us  as  blind  deceivers 
of  the  blind.  These  prepare  the  way  for 
the  priest,  who  follows  after,  in  his  long 
robe,  with  crucifix  in  hand,  baptizing  all  who 
apply,  and  urging  those  who  do  not  apply 
to  come  and  receive  the  waters  of  regene- 
ration. They  enjoy  perfect  toleration  in 
tho  discharge  of  their  functions,  and  when 


1841.] 


Other  Societies  :—J>ru  Board  of  Com.  for  For.  Missions. 


287 


we  meet  them,  which  is  often,  though  we  I 
feel  under  the  necessity  of  withst;inding 
them  even  to  the  face,  in  dissuading  the 
people  from  embracing  their  doctrines,  yet 
we  carefully  avoid  all  uncourteous  demean- 
or towards  them.  There  is  only  one  light 
in  which  1  can  view  the  introduction  of 
Romanism  here  as  favorable,  and  that  is, 
it  will  do  good  by  contrast.  It  will  bring 
truth  and  error  into  collision,  and  thus  elicit 
many  important  facts  in  the  divine  economy, 
before  the  minds  of  this  people,  which 
otherwise  might  have  remained  hidden  from 
their  view.  Our  churchas  will  be  purified, 
and  we  be  relieved  from  some  who  have 
hitherto  been  like  an  incubus  upon  us. 
This  has  already  been  the  fact  in  several 
instances.  The  dissatisfied  and  worldly 
have  some  of  them  already  left  our  com- 
munion, and  embraced  the  papal  faith.  On 
the  other  hand,  numbers  of  their  own  ad- 
herents have  left  them  and  returned  to  our  ! 
meetings.  In  every  other  respect,  I  can  j 
only  look  upon  the  introduction  of  that  faith 
among  us,  as  an  untold  calamity  upon  this 
people. 

From  a  letter  of  Mr.  Smith,  dated  Honolulu, 
Dcc.Tlh,  1840. 

Romanism — Church  — Schools — Contri- 
butions— Exploring  squadron. 

For  the  last  eighteen  months  the  leaven 
of  Romanism  h  is  been  at  work,  and  has 
apparently,  though  perhaps  not  in  reality, 
checked  the  good  work  of  grace  among  us. 
It  has  obviously  been  the  means  of  devel- 
oping character,  and  of  drawing  a  dividing 
line  between  those  who  love  and  fear  God, 
and  those  who  love  and  choose  to  indulge 
in  sin.  Very  few,  however,  who  have 
given  evidence  of  a  desire  for  truth  and 
holiness,  have,  as  yet,  gone  after  the  false 
prophet.  And  I  presume  that  not  less  than 
a  hundred  on  this  island  (Oahu,)  who  at 
first  rushed  thoughtlessly  and  ignorantly  to 
see  the  pictures,  witness  the  performances, 
and  listen  to  the  mummery  of  papacy,  have 
returned  again  to  our  congregations.  The 
priests,  however,  spare  no  pains  to  make 
proselytes,  by  casting  contempt  upon  all 
that  has  been  done  by  the  American  mis- 
eionaries.  One  of  them  has  made  his  boast 
that  he  intends  to  uproot  protestantism  at 
these  islands  in  five  years.  Their  most 
efficient  coadjutor  is  alcohol  ;  under  the 
names  of  brandy,  rum,  gin,  wine,  etc. 
This  is  the  spirit  which  accompanies  them 
to  these  islands,  and  this  is  the  spirit  which 
aids  them  in  their  work  of  converting  the 
natives.  Judge  then  of  the  character  of 
their  converts. 

With  all  the  trying  and  counteracting  i 
obatacles  of  Bouaaiim  und  intemperaoce  j 


during  the  last  eighteen  months,  this  church 
has  more  than  held  its  own  in  point  of  num- 
bers. At  our  communion  in  March  we 
received  171  persons  on  profession,  and  in 
June  fourteen,  and  yesterday  101  ;  making 
in  all  286  since  1  wrote  you  last.  We 
have  had  occasion  to  discipline  during  the 
last  three  years  over  a  hundred  of  our 
members.  We  number  over  thirteen  hun- 
dred in  all.  About  one  third  of  those  dis- 
ciplined have  been  restored  again  to  the 
fellowship  of  the  church.  Most  of  the  286 
received  this  year  are  the  fruits  of  the  great 
and  good  work  of  grace  among  us  two 
years  ago.  And  there  are  still  others  who 
may  be  received  a  few  months  hence. 

Intemperance  threatens  again  to  ruin  this 
nation.  A  few  months  ago,  and  the  pros- 
pect was  fair  that  this  deadly  evil  was  about 
to  be  exterminated  from  the  Sandwich  Isl- 
ands. But  since  ihe  outrageous  conduct 
of  captain  La  Place,  in  July  1839,  this 
monster  has  stalked  abroad  through  these 
streets  day  and  night.  Then  there  were 
not  more  than  two  or  three  grog-shops  in 
all  this  village.  Now  there  are  between 
twenty  and  thirty,  and  their  number  is  still 
increasing.  I  think,  however,  that  there  '\s 
less  intemperance  among  the  natives  these 
days,  than  there  was  a  few  months  ago, 

bur  schools  for  children  have  been  more 
prosperous  for  the  last  six  months,  than  for 
anv  other  given  period  since  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  Board,  and  the  retrenchment 
of  the  funds  of  this  mission.  Recently  the 
king  has  published  some  laws,  requiring  all 
the  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
fourteen  to  go  to  school  five  days  in  the 
week.  The  consequence  is  that  the  num- 
ber of  children  has  nearly  doubled  in  all 
our  schools.  The  law  also  makes  some 
provision  for  the  support  of  native  teachers. 
A  piece  of  land  is  to  be  set  apart  in  each 
school  district  for  the  support  of  the  teach- 
er, and  is  to  be  cultivated  by  the  parents. 

We  arc  not  backward  in  laboring  to  en- 
list this  church  and  congregation  in  the 
cause  of  benevolence.  We  commence, 
however,  on  the  principle  that  charity  be- 
gins at  home.  During  the  last  three  years, 
they  have  built  a  school-house,  and  a  meet- 
ing-house. Their  contributions  in  money, 
labor,  and  produce,  for  these  two  buildings, 
amount  to  three  thousand  dollars.  They 
have  also  contributed  to  the  amount  of 
c;l50  in  building  a  bridge  across  the  stream 
Jf  water  which  passes  near  the  meetmg- 
house  They  have  also  contributed  in 
cash,'sugar.bags,  and  fire-wood  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  sup- 
port of  school-teachers  the  present  year. 

The  Macedonian  cry  for  native  helpers, 
has  recently  reached  us  from  the  Rocky 
MountaioK.    On  laying  the  subjest  before 
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this  church,  six  active,  enterprising  native 
men  arose  and  volunteered  to  go.  One 
pair  only  being  called  for,  we  sefected  the 
most  promising,  and  they  are  making  pre- 
parations to  go  the  first  opportunity.  We 
expect  to  take  up  a  contribution  to-day  lo 
aid  them  in  their  outfit. 

The  United  States  exploring  squadron 
have  been  in  this  port  for  seventy  days,  and 
h:ive  just  left.  Their  influence  on  the 
whole,  1  think,  has  been  very  beneficial  to 
this  mission.  Connnodore  Wilkes  has  set 
his  f;u-e  a>^  a  flint  ag  iinst  inten  perance  and 
the  rash  doings  of  captain  La  Place.  He 
has  also  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  young  chiefs,  and  also  of  the 
youth  gerrerally.  Captain  Hudson  is  a 
pious  man,  and  has  done  great  good.  The 
same  is  true  alfe-o  of  many  of  the  scientific 
gentlemen.  They  have  contributed  pretty 
liberally  to  aid  our  schools.  Rev.  Mr. 
Elliott,  the  chaplain,  made  it  his  iiome  in 
our  far/lily  during  their  stay  at  this  place. 
He  usually  preached  twice  on  the  Sabbath 
in  the  Seamen's  ch;!pel.  For  several 
months  Mr.  Bingham  and  I  had  preached 
alternately  there  Sabbath  evenings.  A  hum- 
hie,  fiirhfa),  devoted  chaplain  is  needed 
here  very  much.  The  contrast  between 
our  American  men-of-war  and  those  of  the 
French  nation  is  so  great  that  even  these 
ha!f  civilized  Hawaiians  cannot  but  see  the 
difference.  The  one  comes  here  to  do  them 
good,  both  in  a  political  and  n)oral  point  of 
view  ;  the  other  to  oppress  and  enslave. 
The  one  has  left  sixty-two  thousand  dollars 
to  enrich  the  government  and  the  foreign 
residents  ;  the  other  has  robbed  the  gov- 
ernment of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and 
entailed  upon  the  nation  the  deadly  curse 
of  intemperance. 


ABYSSINIA. 

The  fonovvinq'  account  of  this  country,  and 
of  the  mission  commenced  by  the  above  named 
society,  in  1829,  is  taken  from  the  Alissionary 
Register  (Eng.)  for  January.  The  statements 
were  furnished  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Isenberg,  one 
of  the  missionaries. 

Some  Account  of  Abyssinia. 

Next  to  Egypt,  Abyssinia  is  undoubted- 
ly the  most  interesting  country  in  Africa, 
for  its  situation,  soil,  climate,  inhabitants, 
and  history.  Its  extent  is  between  39  and 
44  deg.  E.  Ion.  and  7^  to  15^  deg.  N.  lat. 
It  is  upward  of  600  miles  in  length,  and 
about  400  in  breadth.  It  is  a  mountain- 
ous country,  with  a  healthy  climate  and 
a  productive  soil,  which,  if  it  were  proper- 


ly cultivated,  would  furnish  immense  riches 

to  its  possessors;  whereas,  at  present,  owing 
to  the  low  state  of  religion  and  morality, 
and  more  especially  to  the  want  of  industry, 
those  treasures  are  unenjoyed,  the  Abys- 
sinians  living  in  great  poverty.    It  is  in  pos- 
j  sible  to  give  the  exact  amount  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Abyssinia;  but  I  shall  not  be  far 
from  the  truth,  if  I  &tate  it  to  be  about  five 
millions.    The  country  is  separated  into 
three  grand  divisions;  which  are,  Tigre,  the 
North-east;  Amhara,  the  JNorth-west;  and 
Shoa,  the  South. 
I      The  Abyssininns  were  brought,  during 
the    fourth  century,  to    a  profession  of 
Christianity  by  Trumentius,  who  was  or- 
dained Bishop  by  Aihanasius  of  Alexan- 
dria; and  the  Abyssinian  Church  conse- 
quently became  dependent  upon  the  Pa- 
:  triarch  of  Alexandria  and  Cairo,  and  the 
I  Coptic  Church.    When  it  pleased  God  to 
humble    the    Eastern    Churches,   by  the 
power  of  the  False  Prophet,  Abyssinia 
I  alone  preserved  its  civil  and  religious  inde- 
'  pendence,  to  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth 
century.    The  national  independence  of  the 
!  Abyssinians  was  preserved ;  but  not  the  pu- 
rity of  the  Christian  religion;  for  not  only  did 
they  never  seem  to  have  been  thoroughly  en- 
lightened by  the  Gospel — human  tradition, 
and  Pagan  and  Jewish  superstitions,  appear- 
ing from  the  beginning  to  have  been  mingled 
with  the  word  of  God  among  them — but, 
moreover,  from  the  first  arrival  of  the  Por- 
tuguese among  them,  Romanism — differing 
only  in  unessential  points  from  the  religion- 
:  of  the  country — endeavored  to  establish 
itself  hy  deceit  and  bloodshed,  to  such  an 
extent,  that  many  thousands  of  Abyssinians 
lost  their  lives*,  because  they  would  noti 
change  their  religion.    The  Jesuits  gained 
j  the  ascendancy  in  the  beginning  of  the  17tb 
I  century;  although  only  tor  a  short  time,  as 
[  they   were  soon  afterward  defeated:  and 
some  of  their  subsequent  attempts  have 
proved  quite  unsuccessful.    From  this  pe- 
riod, Abyssinia  seemed  quite  forgotten,  un- 
til the  visits  of  Bruce  and  Salt  drew  the 
attention  of  Protestant  Christians  to  that  in- 
teresting people. 

Brief  History  of  the  Mission. 
The  Church  Missionary  Society  made 
the  first  effort  toward  enlightening  that  fall- 
en church,  by  the  word  of  God;  they  sent 
in  the  year  1829,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Gobat 
and  Kiigler  to  Abyssinia,  who  met  with  a 
favorable  reception  from  Sebagndis,  the 
then  reigning  governor  of  Tigre.  To  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  preaching  of  the  gos- 
pel, Mr.  Gobat  went  to  Gondar,  where  he 
stayed  six  months;  and  on  his  return  to 
Tigre,  his  beloved  fellow-laborer,  Mr. 
Kiigler,  was  removed  by  death.    Soon  af- 
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terward,  Sebagis,  the  friend  and  protector 
of  Europeans,  was  killed  in  war — wlien 
Mr.  Gobal  was  obliged  to  flee  for  refuge  ■ 
into   an  Ab^^ssinian    convent,  on  Debra 
Daniu;  and  stayed  there,  and  at  Adegrate, 
till  the  end  of  tlie  year  1832,  when  he  re-  I 
turned  to  Europe  in  order  to  get  assistance  i 
from  the  committee.    Having  succeeded  in 
this  object,  he  returned  in  18.34  to  Abys-  j 
sinia;  and  was  joined  in  Egypt  by  the  Rev.  | 
C.  W.    Isenberg.    The    missionaries  left  j 
Cairo  in  October  1834,  accompanied  by  j 
their  wives,  two  German  artisans,  and  two 
Abyssinian  pupils;  and,  after    a  tedious 
journey  of  nearly  six  months,  arrived  at 
Adowa,  the  chief  town  of  Tigre,  where 
they  intended  to  begin  their  labors.  But 
Mr.  Gobat  was  soon  visited  by  a  serious 
illness,  from  which  he  did  not  recover  dur- 
ing his  whole  stay  at  Adowa:  and  as  it  was 
thought  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope for  the  re-establishment  of  his  health, 
he  quitted  Tigr6  in  September  1836:  and 
Mr.  Isenberg  was  left  alone,  with  an  ap- 
parent opening  for  a  great  work  before  him. 
He  was,  however,  joined  in  January  1837 
by   the  Rev.    C.  H.  Bluinhardt,  and  in 
November  of  the  same  year  by  the  Rev. 
J.  L.  Krnpf    They   were  employed  in 
translating  the  scripture?   into  Tigre;  in 
holding  daily  services  in  the  Amharic  lan- 
guage, as  circumstances  allowed;  in  distrib- 
uting the  Bible;  and  in  preaching  the  gospel 
by  conversations,  to  all  with  whom  they  ; 
came  in  contact.    During  the  repeated  en- 
campinentsof  Oobieh's  (the  reigning  gover- 
nor's) army  in  the  neighborhood  of  Adowa, 
they  were  enabled  to  distribute  sotne  thou- 
sand copies  of  different  parts  of  the  Am- 
haric and  Ethiopic  s"-riptures,  and  to  hold  out 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  to  large  multi- 
tudes that  came  to  inquire:  and  there  were 
also  great  numbers  of  priests  and  doctors, 
and  other  more  enlightened   men,  who, 
after  strictly  examining  into  the  doctrines 
which  they  taught,  did  not  hesitate  to  con- 
fess, that,  on  the  whole,  they  were  superi- 
or to,  because  more  scriptural  than  their 
own  systen).    But  there  was  one  church 
at  Adowa,  whose  priests  from  the  begin- 
ning proved  unfriendly  to  them. 

Tbey  were  suhjeri  to  the  iiitriffues  of  lliese 
priests  and  especially  of  tlieir  supfrior,  who 
eventually  succeeded  in  prejudicing  the  mind  of 
liie  governor,  and  in  obtaining  their  expulsion 
from  Tigre.  The  order  was  at  length  given 
through  the  superior. 

Remonstrances  and  appeals  vvere  of 
no  use  :  all  that  they  could  obtain,  was 
a  declarntion,  on  the  part  of  Oobieh,  that 
he  himself  h:ul  wished  them  to  remain, 
but  that  be  could  no    longer  resist  tha 


clamour  of  their  enemy  :  he  promised, 
however,  that  they  should  be  protected 
on  the  road.  The  missionaries  then  left 
with  dejected  and  sorrowful  minds,  com- 
mitting the  precious  seed,  which  they  had 
sown  in  tears,  to  Him  that  still  is  able 
to  carry  on  his  work,  even  in  the  midst  of 
human  perverseness.  The  Romish  church, 
however,  had  no  reason  to  triun  ph  in  her 
temporary  success;  for,  according  to  sooie 
recent  accounts,  it  appears  that  her  emis- 
saries have  likewise  been  expelled  from 
(Jobieh's  dominions,  because  they  h;id  min- 
gled with  the  political  concerns  of  the  coun- 
try. After  the  missionaries  had  left  Tigre, 
Mr.  Krapf  and  Mr.  Isenberg  deterrr.ined  to 
accept  an  invitation  which  they  had  receiv- 
ed from  the  king  of  Shoa;  and,  after  a 
tedious  journey,  arrived  in  his  territories, 
at  the  end  of  May  in  the  year  1839. 
They  were  favorably  received  by  him,  and 
permitted  to  begin  the  work  of  evangeliza- 
tion in  his  country.  They  first  established 
a  school,  which  was  attended  by  from  thir- 
ty to  forty  scholars,  of  different  ages.  As, 
however,  they  were  in  want  of  printed 
school-materials,  it  was  necessary  for  Mr. 
Isenberg  to  leave,  after  a  six  months'  stay 
at  Shoa,  and  to  come  to  this  country,  in 
order  to  carry  through  the  press  several 
school-books  which  he  had  prepared. 

Apparent  opening  for  preaching  the  gas- 
\  pel  among  the  Gallas. 

The  continuance  and  success  of  ibis  mis- 
sion is  of  vast  importance;  as  it  has  for  its 
object,  not  only,  nor  primarily,  a  reforma- 
tion of  the  fallen  church  of  Abyssinia,  but 
principally  the  conversion  of  the  numerous 
pagan  tribes  of  the  Galla  Nation— a  nation 
which  surrounds  Shoa,  and  widely  extends 
itself  into  Central  Africa.    Many  of  those 
tribes  are  subject,  others  are  tributary,  to 
the  king  of  Shoa;  and  under  his  pretention 
we  have  a  free  access  to  them,  whilst  from 
no  other  quarter  can  we,  humanly  speak- 
incr,  reach  them.    Their  religion  much  re- 
sembles that  of  the  Caffres  in  Southern 
Africa.    'J'hey  worship  a  Supreme  Being, 
j  whom  they  call  Wak,  whose  priests,  called 
I  Kalitsha,  are    sorcerers,  gainsayers,  and 
!  physicians.    They  believe  in  the  immortali- 
I  ty  of  the  soul,  and  in  future  rewards  and 
i  punishments;  but,  in  their  opinion,  men  are, 
i  in  a  future  state,  to  live  in  the  same  nation- 
!  al  and  religious  divisions  as  they  now  do. 
i      rln  consideration  of  all  these  circumstan- 
ces, the  committee  have  resolved  to  send 
out  aid  to  Mr.  Krapf  in  his  present  sohtary 
'  position.    Messrs.  Muhleisen  and   Mu!  er 
have  accordingly  been  appointed  to  this 
!  mission;  and  they  left  London,  to  proceed 
I  bv  wav  of  the  Continent,  Egypt,  Aden,  and 
TadjuKa,  t9  Shoa,  on  the  21st  of  January.] 
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j:tems  of  XntdUgcnce. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Cutter, 
dated  Jaipur  March  11,  tSil.  Mr,  Brown  and 
family  had  returned  from  their  visit  to  Calcutta, 
and  ti>e  mission  was  proceeding  in  its  labors 
as  usual.  They  ask  for  an  additional  press, 
for  the  purpose  of  printing  tracts,  of  which  there 
are  several  prepared,  and  an  edition  of  the  New 
Testament  entire.  A  tour  of  exploration  through 
the  several  districts  of  the  province  had  been 
proposed,  of  which,  and  of  the  prospect  of  itin- 
erating lalior,  he  remarks  : 

Br.  Barker  has  left  for  Jorhath  to  select 
a  station  for  himself,  and  we  hope  soon  to 
see  hi;n  settled  in  that  district.    Both  br. 
and  sister  Barker  have  made  good  progress  i 
in  the  language.  I 

The  vvhole  of  A'sam  is  as  it  were  unoc-. ! 
cupied.    In  the  short  tour  I  made  through  j 
a  part  of  that  district,  I  was  surprized  to 
find  so  large  a  population;  and  I  believe  i 
the  Novvgong  district  is  still  more  thickly  set-  i 
lied.  The  anjount  of  work  on  hand  just  now  j 
does  not  allow  me  to  be  one  of  the  number  | 
to  make  the  proposed  tour,  and  br.  Brown  ; 
is  just  ready  to  go  on  with  the  translations  ■ 
to  advantage.    Br.  Barker  was  anxious 
to  be  one  of  the  nuniber,  as  he  could  at  the  \ 
same  tinje  fix  upon  ths  most  important 
post  for  himself  to  occupy.    Br.  Bronson  '■ 
was  also  at  leisure  to  go,  but  he  has  again  : 
been  attacked  with  fever,  and  has  since 
been  very  ill.    He  went  to  Rungpore  for 
medical  aid  and  is  now  improving  a  little. 

I  remarked  that  almost  the  whole  of  j 
A'sam  remained  unoccupied.  Br.  Brown  ! 
is  confined  to  translations,  and  I  am  most 
of  the  time  confined  to  the  printing  office, 
so  that  it  inatters  but  little  in  what  part  of 
the  field  we  are  stationed,  provided  it  be  a 
healthy  location.  Br.  Bronson  being  con- 
nected with  the  Naga  branch  of  the  mis- 
sion, there  only  remains  br.  Barker  as  an 
active  missionary,  i.  e.  a  preacher  and  itin- 
erator,  among  the  whole  of  the  A'samese. 
It  is  my  impression  that  the  population  of 
A'sam  is  far  greater  than  that  of  the  Te- 
nasserim  provinces,  but  I  am  not  able  now  ; 
to  state  how  the  two  fields  compare  with 
certainty,  I  hope  the  first  missionaries  sent 
to  any  quarter  will  be  sent  to  this  interest- 
ing province.  { 

FKANCE.  ] 

From  a  letter  of  Mr.  Wi'.hrd,  djited  Doua}'  | 
Juneod,  18  jl,we  present  a  lew  extracts.  Mrs. 
W.'s  health  is  still  very  feeble,  as  it  has  been 
for  a  long  period.  Amid  many  dishwirlening 
circumstaiice-5,  thej'  still,  meet  wiih  (omc  en- 
coorajemcat  in  their  labors.  ; 


I  left  Douay  on  the  14th  May,  on  a  visit 
to  the  departemente  de  VOisne.  We 
found  all  prosperous  there.  We  passed 
the  Sabbath  at  Manicamp,  this  village  be- 
ing more  central  than  Genlis.  The  friends 
from  the  neighboring  towns  were  present; 
also  the  schoolmaster  and  several  other 
individuals  from  Blerancourt,  a  bourg  one 
league  from  Manicamp.  A  man  by  the 
name  of  Haution,  resident  at  Chauny,  came 
to  Manicamp  late  on  Saturday  evening, 
was  examined  and  received  by  the  church. 
Mr.  Cretin  intended  to  baptize  him  that 
evening,  but  the  man  said  he  had  promised 
to  defer  it  till  the  next  day,  at  the  request 
of  his  wife,  who  wished  to  witness  the  or- 
dinance. Brother  'I'.'s  room  was  full  on 
Sunday.  Madame  Boileau,  of  Chauny, 
also,  came  about  noon.  As  she  was  desi- 
rous of  being  baptized,  the  meuibers  of  the 
church  retired  to  the  house  of  a  friend  to 
hear  her  relation,  while  the  service  was 
performed  at  Toynenne's.  After  the  bap- 
tism Mr.  Cretin  broke  bread  to  the  little 
flock.  It  was  the  most  interesting  day  in 
many  respects,  which  I  have  passed  in 
France.  The  work  appears  to  be  taking 
deep  root  in  that  region,  and  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church  none  are  baptized 
without  undergoing  a  thorough  examina- 
tion.   This  is  as  it  should  be. 

Lepoix  left  Douay  yesterday  with  his 
family  for  Chauny,  in  which  town  he  will 
reside  for  the  present. 

The  two  persons  baptized  16th  May  at 
Manicamp,  reside  at  Chauny  ;  there  exists 
at  present  no  opposition  in  that  town.  Le- 
poix may  receive  visits  at  his  house,  iriay 
visit  at  the  houses  of  others  and  bold  small 
nieetit>gs  without  fear.  I  hope  this  is  but 
the  beginning  of  good  things  for  Chauny. 
Brother  Cretin  has  already  baptized  fi)ur 
persons  this  year,  and  there  are  as  inany 
more  who  will  not  probably  long  delay  obe- 
dience to  the  command  of  the  Savior.  The 
character  of  the  people  is  very  different 
from  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country. 
They  are  independent  and  fearless — they 
tell  you  what  they  think.  1  was  forcibly 
reminded  on  one  occasion,  of  what  I  have 
often  witnessed  in  n^y  own  country.  We 
called  on  the  friends  at  Genlis  the  day  be- 
fore we  left.  Several  of  them  came  to- 
gether, and  among  others  a  woman  who  is 
no  stranger  to  the  doctrines  of  the  bible. 
3Ir.  Cretin  spoke  to  Iier  very  plainly  of  her 
guilt  in  delaying  so  long  to  embrace  the  Sa- 
vior, telling  her  she  had  made  but  little 
progress  for  four  years,  &c.  To  all  these 
things  she  replied  conlinually  that  she  was 
convinced  of  the  truth — that  she  knew  it 
was  so.  When  the  others  had  ended  their 
remarks,  I  observed  to  her  that  according 
to  her  own  «onfessisn  sb«  was  aot  ignorant 
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of  the  trnth — that  I  was  surprised  to  hear 
the  excuses  she  made  for  not  obeying  it, 
and  begged  of  her  to  remember  that  Mr. 
Critin  was  not  her  judge  and  to  bethink 
herself  well  if  she  had  a  good  excuse  to 
present  to  her  God  when  she  should  meet 
him — that  it  was  a  very  serious  business, 
and  should  be  attended  to  without  delay, 
lest  she  should  he  called  to  her  account 
unprepared.  She  agoin  assented  to  the 
truth  of  what  I  said  and  burst  into  tears. 
There  really  seems  to  be  an  interesting 
work  going  forward  in  that  region. 


3Ir.  and  IMrs.  Buel,  it  will  be  recollecled  by 
our  readers,  embarked,  on  the  27lh  of  April 
last,  in  the  barque  Calhariiie,  for  Corfu,  via 
Malta.  A  letter  auuouMoiiig  their  arrival  at  ihe 
latter  place,  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Buel, 
dated  Malta,  June  14,  1841. 

The  unexpected  departure  of  the  French 
steatner  this  day,  obliges  me  to  write  but 
briefly. 

After  a  voyage  of  forty  one  days,  the 
Catharine  anchored  in  this  port  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  inst.  and  tlie  next  day 
proceeded  to  Smyrna,  leaving  us  to  a  four 
days'  quarantine,  previous  to  entering  the 
city.  The  passage  from  Boston  was  on 
the  whole  a  pleasant  one,  though  at  one 
tune  attended  with  circumstances  of  great 
peril. 

We  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  uni- 
form kindness  of  Capt.  Gardner  in  attend- 
ing to  the  comfort  of  the  passengers,  by 
whi'jh  he  has  endeared  himself  to  all  of 
them. 

After  being  out  twelve  days,  a  heavy 
gale  from  the  south  west  overtook  us, 
which  made  it  dangerous  for  our  deeply  la- 
den vessel  to  run  before  it  ;  and  we  were 
obliged  to  "lay  to"  about  two  days. 
During  this  time  we  were  very  near  being 
run  down,  in  the  evening  by  a  large  vessel, 
that  came  within  two  cables'  lengths  before 
discovering  us.  Theie  was  but  just  time 
to  avoid  a  collision.  But  the  angel  of  death 
swept  by  us  only  to  show  by  a  most  startling 
providence,  that  often  "  in  such  an  hour  as 
ye  think  not  the  Son  of  Man  cometh." 

The  improved  state  of  br.  Love's  health 
we  had  the  happiness  to  learn  from  Mr. 
Andrews  before  leaving  the  vessel. 

The  kindness  experienced  from  the  U.  S. 
Con«?ul  and  the  valuable  services  which  he 
cheerfully  rendered,  relieved  us  from  any 
embarrassment  that  we  might  otherwise 
have  suffered  among  strangers. 

CHEROKEES. 

The  following  extract  of  a  Idler  just  received 
from  Mr.  Evan  Jones'  announces  his  safo  return 


to  the  Cherokee  country,  after  an  interruption 
of  his  labors  for  nearly  two  years.  The  letter 
is  dated  Cherokee  Nation,  Ind.  Ter.,  Juue  26, 
1841. 

We  yesterday  arrived  in  this  country, 
after  a  long  and  fatiguing  journey. 

We  have  abundant  cause  for  gratitude 
to  our  heavenly  Father,  for  bringing  us  in 
health  to  the  place  of  our  destination;  and 
especially,  that  we  have  arrived  before  the 
conmiencement  of  the  sickly  season. 

We  met  br.  Bushyhead  last  evening,  on 
the  way  to  his  appointment  for  a  two  da>s' 
meeting.  My  fanaly  and  the  wagons  went 
on  to  his  house,  while  I  returned  to  attend 
the  meetings.  The  Lord  we  trust  was 
present  in  the  assembly.  At  the  conclu- 
sion, fourteen  came  forward  for  prayer. 
Here  I  met  a  great  many  old  neighbors  and 
christian  friends.  Many  additions  have 
been  made  to  this  church,  of  hopeful  con- 
verts, during  my  absence,  and  the  pros- 
pect is  still  very  encouraging. 

June  28.  Yesterday  we  had  a  number 
of  very  interesting  meetings,  which  were 
closed  by  the  baptism  of  eleven  Cherokees: 
two  males  and  nine  females.  The  reports 
from  the  other  churches  are  equally  inter- 
esting and  encouraging. 


IDonntfons, 
From  July  1  to  August  1,  184L 
Maine. 

Thomastoii,  a  member  of  2d  Bap- 
tist church, 
for  Burman  mission,  20,C0 
"  Siam        do.  20,00 


North  Livermore,  friends  to  mis- 
sions, per  llev.  Charles  Miller, 
Dexter,  Levi  Morrill 
Waicrvilie,  Baptist  ch.  and  soc, 
monthly  concert,  1590 
Female  Miss.  Society.  12.10 

per  Rev.  S.  F.  Sn.iih,   

Kennebec  Aux.  For.  Mission  So- 

ciely,  H.  A.  Boardman  tr.. 
North" Yarmouth  Bap.  Fern.  Bur- 
man  Miss.  Soc,  Mrs.  Sarah 
K.  Snell  sec'y. 
for  Burman  mission,  40,00 
do.  do.,  Bap.  ch.  and  soc. 
mon.  concert, 


40,00 

2,00 
43X-0 


28,00 
32.75 


13,C0 


53,00 


per  Rev.  Baron  Stow, 

]\'nv  Hampshire. 
Great  Falls.  Sommcrsworih  Fern. 
Miss.  Society,  Mrs  S.  J.  Paiks 
sec'y,  per  Mrs.  L.  A.  A.  Brs- 
brook, 

Massachusetts. 
A  friend  to  Africa,  for  philosophi- 
cal apparatus  for  school  under 
the.a?«ofMr.ClarkalEdmi«,  50,00 


198,73 


10,00 


292 


Donations, 


Heath,  females  of  Bap.  ch.  8,00 

Slielhurn  Falls  Bap.  ch.,  mon. 
concert,  12,00 
per  William  Heath,   

Salem,  '2d  liap.  ch.,  a  mother  for 
her  children 

Boston,  Federal  vSt.  ch.,  united 
moiiihly  concert, 
do.,  Miss  VVetherby 

New  Bedford,  a  lemale  member 
of  the  Williams  St.  Bap.  ch., 
per  Rev.  Henry  Jackson, 

North  Kandolph  Bap.  Fem.  Miss. 
Hoc,  Mrs.  Grace  S.  Peabody 
tr.,  per  Kev.  Charles  H.  Pea- 
body, 

Newton,  1st  Baptist  ch.  monthly 
concert  for  a  year,  per  Kev. 
Prof.  Ripley, 

Neponseil,  Ladies' For.  Miss.  So- 
ciety, Miss  C.  Minol  tr., 

Willia'mslown,  I'riends  to  missions, 
per  Jo-.iah  '1'.  Smidt, 

East  Bridgewaier,  a  female  friend, 
per  Mrs  Lydia  Kimball, 

Spn.igtield,  MissZ.  Cheney  10,00 

Chesle-lield  Bap.  ch.  1,00 
per  Rev.  J.  W.  Eaton,   

Cain'.uiilge.  For.  Mission  Associ- 
ation of  Isl  Bap.  ch.,  William 
B.  Hovev  ir.,  370,35 


20,00 

1,00 

2.5,00 
5,00 

10,00 

35,27 

43,40 
30,00 
20,00 
1,00 

11,00 


G22,02 


Rhode  Island. 

Providence,  a  friend  to  missions, 

per  Rev  Mr.  Hague,  50,00 
do  ,  Rev.  Dr.  Wavlaiid,  forsup- 

60,00 


pari  ol  a  Burman  child. 


110,00 


New  York. 

Washington  Union  Association, 

G.  M.  Baker  treasurer,  118,50 
Seneca  Association,  James  Me 

Lallen  tr.,  Fayetleville  Bap.  ch.,  8,00 
A  female  friend,  per  Kev.  O.  C. 

Comsiock,  1,00 
New  York  city,  Wm.  H.Church- 
ill, on  account  of  his  subscrip- 
tion of  SiW,  for  support  of 
Rev.  Miles  Bronson,  244,00 
do.  do.  do.,  a  friend,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  school  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Dean,  per  Prof. 
Eaton,  10,00 
Hudson  River  Association,  Palm- 
er Townseiid  tr.,  205,49 
West  Plallsburgh.  ladies  of  Bap- 
list  ch.,  for  Burman  mission, 
per  Rev.  J.  P.  Burbauk,  8,00 


Virginia. 

Virginia  Baptist  For.  Miss.  Soc, 
A.  Thomas  tr., 
for  African  mission,  5.00 
"  Indian      "  1.00 
"  general  purposes,  1559.62 


589,99 


1565,62 


Alabama. 

J.  O.  B..  for  l>urman  mission,  per 

Rev.  Dr.  Sharp, 
Rev.  J .  L  Dagg  30.32 
Rev.  Ur.  Manly  25,00 


5,00 


Two  ladies,  per  Rev.  Dr. 

Manly,  50,00 

B.  Whitfield  2o,00 
Young  Ladies  of  Alabama 

Female  Athenaeum  49,75 


per  Rev.  Mr.  Dagg, 


130,07 


185,07 


Mississippi. 

Mississippi  Bap.  Stale  Conven- 
tion. Rev.  F.  S.  N.  King  ir., 
for  Ibreign  missions,  139,97 
"  German     "  5,00 
"  China        "  10,00 
per  William  Colgate,   

Ohio. 

Worcester  Baptist  church,  John 
Lawville  Ir.,  per  William  Col- 
gale, 

Illinois. 

Quincy  Bap.  church,  mon.  con., 

per  Rev.  E.  C.  Brown, 
Greenfield  Bap.  church,  per  Syl- 


154.97 


85.00 


1,62 


vester  Bingham 
Lamar^h  Bap.  ch. 
La  Salle  Bap.  ch  ,  per  Airs. 

Lucy  G.  Bingham, 
Peoria  Bap.  ch. 
Pleasant  Grove  Bap.  ch. 

per  Rev.  Thomas  Powell, 


13,00 
1,50 

10.00 
1,00 
1,62 


27,12 


Nelson  Baker  deceased,  per  G. 
M.  Baker  executor, 


28.74 


8.50 


3558,66 

The  Board  has  also  received  from  the  Amer- 
ican and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  Wm.  Colgate 
treasurer,  S^OOU,  to  be  appropriated  as  follows  : 
For  the  Karen  New  Testament,  3000 
"   Siamese  and  Chinese  scrip- 
tures, 1500 
"   Pniawatomie  Indians,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Rev. 
Isaac  McCoy,  500 

 5000,00 

Clothing,  &:c, 

Hartford, Ct.,  Young  Ladies'  Miss.  So- 
ciety, a  box  of  clothing  and  stationery, 
for  Rev.  Miles  Bronson,  A'sani,  per 
Joseph  B.  Gilbert,  78,96 

Whilesboro',  N.  Y.,  clothing  and  medi- 
cine, per  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sheklon,  96,53 

New  York  city.  Oliver  St.  F.  F  Mission 
Society,  clothing.  Sec.  for  out-fit  of 
Mr.and  Mrs.  Buel.  127,81 

Rochester.  N.  Y.,  Juvenile  Fem.  Miss. 
Soc.  of  2d  Bap.  church,  per  Mrs  Car- 
oline Achilles,  clothing  for  Mrs.  Wade 
at  Tavoy,  10,00 

Albany,  a  cask  for  Rev.  J.  H.  Vinton, 
(no  advice). 

H.  Lincoln,  Treasurer. 


N.  B.  The  donntion  of  clothing  from  TVc^l 
Topsham  Ladies'  Sewing  Circle,  published  in 
the  Magazine  for  July,  should  have  been  Ver- 
mont instead  of  Connecticut. 


